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Overview 
This report summarizes the accomplishments and 
challenges of the Invasive Plant Program Manager during 
the 2011 field season.  This report will be expanded to 
meet funding partners reporting requirements, as required.  

In 2011 the Manager of Invasive Plants became an internal 
position with the Peace River Regional District (PRRD).  The 
Invasive Plant Program Manager began duties on May 31, 
2011.  The position operates according to a job description 
and takes guidance from the Northeast Invasive Plant 
Committee (NEIPC) plan and profile. The NEIPC is a 
committee of the Peace River Regional District.   

This was a year with many challenges, as the program and 
governance underwent several changes:  

¶ The Pine Pass IPMA model was adopted and applied 

to both the North and South Peace Invasive Plant 

Management AreaΩǎ (IPMA), which was a significant 

change to the way treatments were delivered. 

¶ Weed Reports were recorded and tracked; the reports 

were filtered and dealt with by the Invasive Plant 

Manager at the Peace River Regional District or 

assigned to the IPMA contractors.   

¶ Two one-hundred-year flood events occurred within 

weeks of each other making the 2011 winter plans 

meaningless, and access to some backcountry areas 

very challenging. 

¶ The rainy and wet spring season hampered agriculture 

efforts as the soils were too wet to do an early spray 

program. 

¶ Conditions were perfect for continual germination of 

the scentless chamomile seed bank, throughout the 

growing season, requiring more than two passes in 

publicly visible areas.   

¶ Education and outreach efforts were challenging as 

the general public was disappointed with the previous 

level of attention paid to invasive plants.  Overall 

though, the public was happy to hear that the Peace 

River Regional District (PRRD) hired a staff weed 

inspector, as this indicated a commitment to cleaning 

up weeds and invasive species in the region. 

Yours in a weed-free environment,    

Elaine Armagost 

Elaine.Armagost@prrd.bc.ca  

 
Invasive Species 
(Plant) Council of BC 

The Invasive Plant Council of 

BC recently passed resolution 

to become the Invasive Species Council of BC. 

This name change aligns the non-profit society 

with international and global efforts focused 

on invasive species.  

The Invasive Plant Council accomplishes 

provincially-focused tasks through 

committees. PRRD representation is currently 

on the Behavioral Change sub-committee and 

the Regulation, Compliance and Enforcement 

committee.  

The Invasive Plant Council of BC promises that 

future work will focus on plants. Initiatives in 

2012 include a new website, and a program 

ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άTake Actionέ to be rolled out in the 

field season. The horticulture portion is under 

development; the aquatic portion of this 

initiative will focus on inventorying lakes 

across BC, interviewing boaters to develop the 

most effective education plan, and will erect 

provincial signage at boat docks and wharfs to 

ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ άŎƭŜŀƴ ς drain ς ŘǊȅΦέ  

 
North East 
Invasive Plant 
Committee ς 
Steering 
Committee 

The Steering Committee met three times 

during 2011, as sub-committee of the NEIPC, 

to provide expertise and guidance regarding 

operational treatments within the North, 

South and Pine Pass Integrated Pest 

Management Areas. Thank you to the Steering 

Committee members for their time and 

efforts.  

 

mailto:Elaine.Armagost@prrd.bc.ca
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Key Initiatives: Weed Reporting & Supplying Resources for Action

άReporting Weedsέ is a key public awareness 

campaign and strategy for controlling and 

eradicating invasive plants. In total, 135 weed 

reports were received at the PRRD office during the 

field season in 2011. The contractors did an 

excellent job of addressing weed reports in 2011, 

and an improved process will be used for weed 

reports in 2012 based on input from all parties. 

Continuous improvements will be applied to this 

important invasive species control activity by the 

PRRD.   

 

Weed Reports Handled by PRRD Office  

¶ 56 reports received  

¶ 76% of the reports were successfully dealt with 

and the remaining 24% will require follow-up in 

2012 

North Peace Integrated Plant Management Area 

(IMPA)  

¶ 40 reports  

¶ 50% of the reports were successfully dealt with 

and 50% of the reports related either to private 

land or other issues require follow-up in 2012 

¶ Cost for this contracted service = $21,426.30 

South Peace and Pine Pass Integrated Plant 

Management Area (IMPA)  

¶ 39 reports 

¶ 30% of the reports were successfully dealt with 

and the remaining 70% of the reports related to 

either private land or other issues require 

follow-up in 2012 

¶ Cost for this contracted service = $21,751.89 

 

Early Detection >>> Rapid Response   
On October 26th, the PRRD Weed Officer 

received an email about a species of invasive 

grass called North African Grass, or Voodoo 

Grass (Ventanata dubia). The seed mix was 

inadvertently to be used in roadside seeding of a 

local highway construction project. After some 

detective work, the supplier was identified and 

contacted in Alberta, the Alberta Invasive Plant 

Council was notified of the invasive grass, and 

rather than shipping the seed back, the bag was 

collected by the Weed Inspector and buried in 

the active face of the Bessborough Land Fill.   
 

Trees for Carbon   
Reckitt Benckiser (Canada) Inc. is managing 16 

quarters of land that are planted to conifer for 

carbon credits under the KYOTO Accord. A 

contractor is overseeing this initiative (since 2007) 

and has been successfully managed for invasive 

plants. 

CSQ Environmental Technologies Ltd. of Surrey, BC 

is managing five quarters of land in the Cecil Lake 

area which were planted to conifer for carbon 

credits in the spring of 2011. This operation has 

been a challenge as the lands are infested with 

Scentless Chamomile and Canadian Thistle. CSQ 

has committed to manage the lands to control the 

noxious weed infestations and have handpicked 

and removed large volumes of Scentless 

Chamomile during the 2011 field season.  

Rancher Contracts   ¢ƘŜ ./ /ŀǘǘƭŜƳŜƴΩǎ 

Association received a grant and technical support 

from the PRRD in order to estimate weed 

infestations and the required length of treatment. 

PRRD contractors were able to visit all range 

tenures on the list and spray noxious weeds. While 

the 2011 program was considered a success, future 

support of ranching sector is important to the 

eradication of invasive plants. 
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North East Invasive Plant Committee ς Funding Partners & Stakeholders 
 

Agriculture Producer Groups 

¶ ./ DǊŀƛƴ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 

¶ BC Grain Producers Association 

¶ Groundbirch Community Pasture Association 

¶ Peace River Organic Producers Association 

¶ tŜŀŎŜ wƛǾŜǊ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ /ŀǘǘƭŜƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 

¶ Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration 

¶ {ƻǳǘƘ tŜŀŎŜ {ǘƻŎƪƳŜƴΩǎ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ 

Agriculture ς Other Jurisdictions 

¶ Clear Hills County 

¶ Leduc County 

¶ Municipal of District Greenview 

¶ Saddle Hills County 

Communities 

¶ City of Fort St. John 

¶ City of Dawson Creek 

¶ District of Chetwynd 

¶ District of Tumbler Ridge 

¶ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ 

¶ District of Taylor 

¶ Village of Pouce Coupe 

¶ City of Grande Prairie (Alberta) 

Contractors ς Invasive Plants 

¶ K.A.M. Ventures 

¶ Spectrum Resources Group Inc. 

¶ Sunrise Environmental Inc. 

Federation of BC Naturalists 

¶ Timberline Trail and Nature Club 

First Nations 

¶ Prophet River First Nations 

¶ Saulteau First Nations 

¶ Treaty 8 Tribal Associations 

¶ West Moberly First Nations 

¶ Tsay Keh Dene Band 

Government Partners 

¶ Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 

¶ BC Hydro 

¶ BC Oil & Gas Commission 

¶ BC Transmission Corporation 

¶ Ministry of Agriculture 

¶ Ministry of Environment (BC Parks) 

¶ Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 

Resource Operations (funding supporter) 

¶ Ministry of Transportation and 

Infrastructure (funding supporter) 

¶ National Energy Board 

Northwest Invasive Plant Council &  

Invasive Plant Council of BC 

School District No. 6 and 59  

Transportation 

¶ Caribou Road Services Ltd. 

Oil & Gas, Forestry, Mining Industry & Related Partners 

¶ Ace Vegetation Control Service Ltd.  

¶ Anglo American plc. 

¶ DOW Chemical  

¶ Encana Corporation 

¶ EWD Consulting Corp. 

¶ Ghostpine Environmental Services ltd.  

¶ Hemmera (Bear Mountain Wind Park Project) 

¶ Heritage North Consulting Ltd.  

¶ Louisiana Pacific Canada Ltd.  

¶ Pathfinder Endeavours Ltd.  

¶ Peace River Coal Inc.  

¶ SemCAMS | Red Willow ULC 

¶ Shell Canada Limited 

¶ Spectra Energy Corp.  

¶ Stantec Consulting Ltd.  

¶ TERA Environmental Consultants 

¶ Trend Mine | Northern Energy & Mining Inc.  

¶ Western Canadian Coal Corp.  
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Organic Food Producers   Several organic 

food producers in the region met to discuss 

alternate treatments and the use of Integrated Pest 

Management. In collaboration with Gail Mowatt, 

Certification Committee Coordinator - Pacific 

Agricultural Certification Society (PACS), PRRD 

prepared information packages for producers with 

large infestations of Canadian Thistle. Producers are 

to be aware that the BC Weed Control Act 

supersedes PACS certification; contraventions of 

legislation may result in a weed notice posting and 

possible chemical treatment ς resulting in loss of 

organic producer certifications. 

Weed Free Forage Project   The Northeast 

Invasive Plant Committee (NEIPC) and the 
Northwest Invasive Plant Council (NWIPC) 
partnered together early in 2011 to coordinate 
the production, education and marketing of 
certified weed-free hay and straw. The goal is to 
prevent the introduction of invasive species into 
ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ άǿŜŜŘ-ŦǊŜŜέ ǿƛƭderness areas of northern 
BC, and to illustrate the effectiveness of a weed-
free forage project to the Province of BC and 
encourage them to sign an MOU with the North 
American Weed Management Association in early 
2012. 

 

 
The Weed Free Forage Project installed signs at 
trailheads to encourage individuals to use weed 
free forage in remote backcountry locations, and 
to use weed-free straw for mining and oil and gas 
reclamation projects.  

The 2011 pilot project trained inspectors to 
inspect hay and straw fields for invasive species 
listed under the BC Weed Control Act or the Forest 
Range and Practices Act (FRPA). The field did not 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ άǿŜŜŘ-free;έ inspectors 
checked for plant parts (seeds, stolons, roots) that 
could grow into new weeds. In total, 179 hectares 
were certified as weed free. 

Publications were made available in print and 
posted on related industry and backcountry user 
web sites, such as the Horse Council of BC.   

Several public presentations were made 
throughout the province, elevating the need for 
weed-free forage and straw and promoting our 
weed free producers.  

For more information on the Weed Free Forage 
Pilot please contact the project coordinator Amy 
Farella, resources@nwipc.org or 1-866-44WEEDS.  

  

AVAILABLE FOR SALE 
Weed Free Forage  

562 round hay bales 
Weed Free Straw  

1,482 square straw bales 
462 round straw bales 

------------------------------------- 
For current availability and 

prices, contact the producer: 
Ken Siemens at 250-781-3695. 

Peace River Weed Free Forage 
Training Day ς June 23, 2011 

mailto:resources@nwipc.org
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Weeds Got Your Goat?     
The infestation of Dalmatian toadflax (Linaria 
vulgaris), in the photo to the 
right,  at the Peace Lookout south 
of Ft. St. John was traversed and 
found to be 14 hectares in size. 
This infestation has existed since 
ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎΦ .ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƎŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
been released on the site with 
little or no success.  

Dalmation toadflaw is a prolific seeder which also 
spreads by root.  The leaves have a waxy cuticle 
and clasp the stem, they are shaped like a spade. 
The flower is butter yellow and is very attractive.   

 

 

Goat grazing was chosen as a treatment as per the 
Integrated Pest Management Act in light of steep 
slopes at the site, and proximity to water for the 
animals. Efficacy monitoring revealed that the 
goats did not perform to expected standards. The 
grazing occurred too late in the season, the plants 
were going to flower and were not as palatable.  
Due to extreme rain in the area earlier in the year, 
there was plenty of vegetation on the site, which 
for the foraging goats was preferred to the 
Dalmatian toadflax.  Conrad Lindbloom, Rocky 
Ridge Vegetation Control Company, was 
contracted to provide 560 goats for 10 days. 

In 2012, releases of Mecinus janthinus will occur in 
June, with collections from the Kootenays or 
Williams Lake.  Goat grazing is being considered, 
but the herd will have to be on site in May in 
order to ensure efficacy.    

While the treatment was less effective than 
ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘΣ άƎƻŀǘǎ ƳǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƻȄƛŎ ǿŜŜŘǎέ ǿŜǊŜ ŀ 
sensation and made the national news.  Several 
CBC interviews were given and CJDC TV (Astral 
aŜŘƛŀύ ŘƛŘ ŀƴ άAround the Peace Featureέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
project. Raising the profile of invasive plant 
control through our furry friends proved to be the 
most successful part of this particular treatment!   
 

Weeds Got Your Goat? 

Dalmatian toadflax, a provincially-recognized noxious weed, is invading the banks 
of the Peace River South of Ft. St. John. Dalmatian toadflax was first noted at the 
Peace Lookout in 1991, there are only two known sites in the area making 
treatment a very high priority. The plants have a beautiful yellow flower and can 
produce up to 500,000 seeds each year, the seeds can lay dormant in the soil for 
up to 10 years. Applying herbicide or hand pulling is not an option due to the 
steep slopes and the size of the infestation.   

The North East Invasive Plant Committee, formed by the Peace River Regional 
District, and the private land owner share the responsibility of managing the site. 
They are working together to hire Conrad Lindbloom, of Beaverlodge, Alberta, to 
graze the site with goats. Conrad plans to arrive on the 25th of July with 400 
goats, two herdsmen, and a handful of working dogs. The team will go to work 
immediately to suppress the weeds; goats are voracious eaters with mouths of 
iron and guts of steel. They are organic, and fertilize as they go. They will love the 
steep slopes, and are expected to complete the job in less than 10 days.   

~ 2011 Press Release created by Elaine Armagost  
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Stakeholder Outreach & Education Report for 2011

The Dawson Creek Horticultural 
Society presentation on November 3, 2011 was 

a success. Contact has been made with Dunvegan 
DŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŀǿǎƻƴ /ǊŜŜƪ IƛƭƭǎƛŘŜΩǎ DŀǊŘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 
άDǊƻǿ aŜ LƴǎǘŜŀŘέ ς 2011 version ς was 
distributed to these stakeholders.  

Tumbler Ridge Compost & Garden 
Society   A presentation in Tumbler Ridge 

targeted awareness of Oxeye Daisy, Scentless 
Chamomile and Shasta Daisy invasions. The event 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ tǳƭƭƛƴƎ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊέ was held 
and raised $250 for the Tumbler Ridge Community 
Garden and Composting Society. 

Community Fairs     The Peace River Regional 

District attended four community fairs during the 
summer of 2011 in a booth that combined the 
Invasive Plant, Emergency Preparedness, and 
Master Parks and Trail planning awareness and 
information sharing. Two methods were well 
employed to engage fair-goers: (1) a booth 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǿƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ 9ƭŀƛƴŜΩǎ w± ς 
which attracted visitors seeking shelter from 
either rain or blazing sun, and (2) a creative bit of 
guerilla marketing where Elaine cruised the 
fairgrounds, pulling the little red wagon filled with 
potted weeds and 
information packages. The 
table below summarizes 
the 2011 reach of the 
community fairs and 
recommendations for the 
Invasive Plant Program 
outreach in 2012. 
 
 
2011 Fair & 

Dates 
Estimated 

Attendance 
Outreach 
Method 

Recommendation 

Kiskatinaw 
August 7 

250 Booth Attend in 2012 

Dawson Creek 
August 11-14 

30,000 Wagon 
Focus on 
competitors & 
weed- free forage  

North Pine  
August 19-21 

1,500 Booth Attend in 2012 

IǳŘǎƻƴΩǎ IƻǇŜ 
August 27 

100 Wagon Attend in 2013 

Sweetwater  
Sept 2-4 

250 Booth Do not attend 

Schools     A presentation about invasive plants 

and forestry was made to the Bert Ambrose 
Elementary School in Fort St. John on June 17, 
2011. The recommendation for 2012 is to make 
presentations to as many schools as possible 
during the winter season. 

Northeast BC Oil & Gas Conference     

The Invasive Plant Program Manager attended the 

NEBC Oil & Gas Conference in Fort Nelson, BC, and 

ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ άƛƎƴƛǘŜέ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ 

invasive plants, to the plenary. While the 

presentation was well received, the attendees 

were focused on business as usual, and minimal 

uptake took place at the conference. Since that 

time, a relationship has been formed with Spectra 

Energy. A focused effort on liaising with the oil & 

gas industry is required in 2012 and some 

particulars are: 

¶ Canola screenings for straw utilized for oil 

clean-up. Fort Nelson Invasive Plant Group is 

stressing the provision of weed-free straw.  

¶ The BC Oil and Gas Commission has created 

ǘƘŜ ά9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

Management Guide ς September 2011, 

Version 1.έ  This document will provide basic 

knowledge for an Oil & Gas Industry Best 

Practice Booklet, to be 

produced by the Invasive 

Species Council of BC, with 

support from the industry and NEIPC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regulation pertaining to this industry can be seen in the 
Environmental and Management Regulation, Sec. 15 states:   
Invasive plants 
15.  A person carrying out an oil and gas activity on an 
operating zone must:  
(a) make reasonable efforts to ensure that seed, plant parts 
or propagules of an invasive plant are not transported into 
the area while carrying out the oil and gas activities;  
(b) to prevent invasive plants from becoming established, re-
vegetate areas disturbed by the oil and gas activity using seed 
of ecologically suitable species as soon as practicable after 
the disturbance, and  
(c) if on a well site or a facility area, ensure that invasive 
plants do not become established on the well site or a facility 
area. 
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Community & Meeting Connections in 2011

First Nation Community Outreach  
Merci Hillis was contracted under a one year term, 

as the Aboriginal Group Program Assistant, to 

provide support to the Invasive Plant Manager in 

developing relationships, sharing expertise, 

resources and financial assistance in creating and 

initiating invasive plant management plans with 

the First Nations communities. Highlights are: 

¶ Formal partnership created with Tsay Keh 

Dene Band (Finlay River/Fort Graheme area)  

¶ First Nation communities in the north 

participated in a December 8, 2011 workshop. 

West Moberly First Nation, Saulteau First 

Nation, Doig River First Nation, McLeod Lake 

Indian Band, Prophet River First Nation, Fort 

Nelson Indian Band and Treaty 8 Tribal 

Association of BC representatives were in 

attendance. was a highlight of this year̀ s 

programming. The Invasive Plant Council of 

./Ωǎ !ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ {ǇƻǘǘŜǊ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

!ōƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ¢ƻƻƭ Yƛǘ ŀƴŘ aC[bwhΩǎ LƴǾŀǎƛǾŜ 

Alien Plant Program were presented. The day 

ended with good 

discussions of invasive 

plants, medicinal plants 

and traditional food plants. 

PRRD looks forward to 

continuing this work and 

keeping NE BC pristine and 

free of invasive plants. 
 

 

Municipal Relations   The Invasive Plant 

Manager engaged with the seven member 
municipalities and had various results:  

¶ The City of Dawson Creek has a spray program 

and a contractor who tends to invasive plants 

on municipal lands. PRRD offered support for 

their program. 

¶ Discussions with the District of Taylor to offer 

support and training for their weed program.  

¶ The District of Tumbler Ridge accepted a 

delegation to a council meeting from the PRRD 

in early 2012.  

¶ The City of Fort St. John is in discussions with 

the Invasive Plant Manager. The city has a 

cosmetic pesticide procedure; PRRD will work 

Fort St. John to encourage use of herbicides to 

control invasive plants, where required.  

¶ The Village of Pouce Coupe has approached 

the PRRD and had initial discussions regarding 

pooled resource delivery model within their 

boundaries.  

¶ The 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƻŦ IǳŘǎƻƴΩs Hope has 

discussed invasive plant management 

with PRRD, and will organize a town hall 

meeting early in 2012.  

¶ Discussions with the District of 

Chetwynd are planned for in 2012.  
 

Conferences and Meetings Attended in 2011 
 
 

Conference Dates Location Learning and  Focus Recommendations 

Regional Weed 
Coordinators Summer 
Tour 

July 14-15 Victoria, BC 
Provincial funding, Giant Hogweed, Milk 
Thistle, roles & responsibilities of IPCBC & 
regional weed committees 

Attend in 2012 

NEBC Oil & Gas 
Conference 

Sept 7-9 Fort Nelson 
Presentation to oil and gas industry players 
in NE BC 

Attend in 2012 

North America Weed 
Management 
Association 

Sept 19-22 Winnipeg 
Weed free forage and gravel, U.S. focused 
conference 

Attend in 2013 

IPCBC Species Strategy 
re-write session 

Nov 14 Prince George Input to new species strategy of BC Not applicable 

NWIPC Fall Meeting Nov 15 Prince George 
Contract reports & business meeting; Oxeye 
Daisy & Hawkweed containment lines 

Attend in 2012 
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Invasive Plants ς Profiles of the New Invaders (2011)  
Four new invaders, and one long-term invader, were noted during the summer of 2011 and given a higher 

profile during treatments. The recommendations listed below will be considered during the winter 2012 

planning cycle, and included in the North East Plan and Profile for adoption in spring 2012. 

  

DameΩǎ wocket (Hesperis matronalis) 

About Recommendations 

 

This escaped horticulture plant grows up to one 

meter tall with purple flowers with four petals. 

This plant is provincially designated as noxious in 

Alberta. It was discovered in a ditch line south of 

Rolla. There had recently been some disturbance 

in the area. It was noted in a flower bed about 200 

meters away. This plant will colonize if it is not 

controlled.  It has been recorded as site 283645 in 

the Invasive Alien Plant Program. 

1. Add this plant to the NEIPC Plan 

and Profile as a prohibited or early 

detection rapid response invasive 

species 

2. Education and outreach efforts 

focus on removing it from all 

horticulture settings.   

 

For more information: http://www.invasiveplants.ab.ca/Downloads/FS-DamesRocket.pdf   

 

Tall or Meadow Buttercup (Ranunculus acris) 

About Recommendations 

 

This plant can reach up to a meter in height; the 
flowers are yellow with 5 petals. This plant is 
designated as provincially noxious in Alberta. It is 
poisonous to livestock when grazed, but 
acceptable in hay. The plant was reported in June 
by Jill Copes and was addressed shortly afterward 
by a contractor.  There was a small infestation 
along the Alaska Highway south of Fort St John.   

1. Add this plant to the NEIPC Plan 
and Profile as a prohibited or early 
detection rapid response invasive 
species 

2. Education and outreach efforts 
focus on this species as early 
detection rapid response 

 

For more information: http://www.invasiveplants.ab.ca/Downloads/FS-TallButtercup.pdf  

 

Mountain Bluet (Centaurea montana) 

About Recommendations 

 

This plant is a common horticulture plant in the 
area. It is 20 to 80 centimeters high with a disc 
flower that is typically indigo blue, but can be 
white. This plant is in several flower beds in the 
area. The North West Invasive Plant Council has 
Ǉǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ά²ŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ²ŀǘŎƘ CƻǊέ ƭƛǎǘΦ 
It is a species listed in the Invasive Alien Plant 
Program. 

1. Add this plant to the NEIPC Plan 

and Profile as a prohibited or early 

detection rapid response invasive 

species 

2. Education and outreach efforts 

focus on removing it from all 

horticulture settings.   

For more information: http://www.nwipc.org/documents/knowwhatyougrowmtnbluetsheet.pdf  

 

 

http://www.invasiveplants.ab.ca/Downloads/FS-DamesRocket.pdf
http://www.invasiveplants.ab.ca/Downloads/FS-TallButtercup.pdf
http://www.nwipc.org/documents/knowwhatyougrowmtnbluetsheet.pdf
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Invasive Plants ς Profiles of the New Invaders (cont.) 
 

Shasta Daisy (Leucanthemum x superbum) 

About Recommendations 

 

This plant is a horticultural produced ornamental 
which sometimes is a cross between a horticulture 
daisy, Leucanthemum lacustre with oxeye daisy 
Leucanthemum vulgare. This plant can grow up to 
one meter in height and has a white ray flower with 
a yellow center.  An infestation of Shasta daisy was 
discovered on the Murray FSR south of Tumbler 
Ridge.  The Tumbler Ridge Compost and Garden 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ άCommunities Pulling Together Eventέ 
and removed all Shasta daisy, Oxeye daisy and 
Scentless chamomile from their garden in the fall of 
2011. NB: This plant has also been noted in the 
wilderness in the Telegraph Creek area of BC. 

1. Add this plant to the NEIPC 

Plan and Profile as a 

prohibited or early detection 

rapid response invasive 

species 

2. Request that the Provincial 

Invasive Species Working 

Group add this species to the 

Invasive Alien Plant Program 

3. Education and outreach 

efforts focus on removing it 

from all horticulture settings.   

For more information: http://www.invasivespeciesmanitoba.com/site/index.php?page=oxeye-daisy  

 

Russian Thistle (Salsola kali) 

About Recommendations 

 

This plant is sometimes known as tumbleweed. The 
plant can grow up to 1.2 meters in height, but 
seems to be much shorter here in the Peace River 
area.  The plant has red or purple stripes on the 
stem with sharp points. This plant is a prolific seeder 
and is listed as regionally noxious in the BC Weed 
Control Act Regulation.    

1. Add this plant to the NEIPC 

Plan and Profile as a prohibited 

or early detection rapid 

response invasive species 

2. Education and outreach efforts 

focus on this species as early 

detection rapid response 

For more information: http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/weedsbc/weed_desc/rus_this.html  

 

Burdock (Arctium spp.) 

About Recommendations 

 

Burdock can reach up to 1.5 meters in height. Its burrs 
were the inspiration for Velcro. This plant can cause 
severe discomfort to wildlife and cattle when grazing. 
There are currently three sites of burdock in the 
Invasive Alien Plant Program, 232867 on the East Pine. 
Several instances of the plant were found in 2011; but 
this plant has fallen off the radar and it is beginning to 
increase. It is important to control this plant at this 
point in time. The plant is currently listed in the NEIPC 
Plan and Profile in column B - Primary Invasive 
Species.  Burdock is listed as a regional weed in the BC 
Weed Control Act Regulation Peace Country.  

1. Elevate the plant to column 

A, Prohibited Invasive 

Species 

2. Raise awareness of this 

plant in outreach and 

education efforts 

3. Compete an annual range 

burn in the Groundbirch 

Community Pasture to 

control a large infestation 

near Elliot Place 

For more information: http://www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca/resources/weed-of-the-week-burdock  

http://www.invasivespeciesmanitoba.com/site/index.php?page=oxeye-daisy
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/weedsbc/weed_desc/rus_this.html
http://www.invasiveplantcouncilbc.ca/resources/weed-of-the-week-burdock
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Technical Report for 2011

Re-Vegetation Manual for BC    The 

MFLNRO Range Branch has awarded a contract to 

Alan Dobb and Sandra Burton to develop ``Re-

Vegation Manual for BC̀ in hard copy and web-

based interactive electronic format. The model 

will be similar to the Peace-Liard manual which 

starts with high-level decision trees and enables 

the user to work through the information to reach 

a site specific decision. For those of you involved 

in the Peace-Liard Re-Vegetation Manual you 

should consider this and decide whether to:  

(1) Ensure pertinent information from the Peace-

Liard manual is included in the new provincial 

manual and archive the Peace-Liard manual ς 

keeping in mind the main impetus for our local 

manual was to prevent introduction of invasive 

plants; or, 

(2) Maintain the Peace-Liard manual, but make 

sure a link to it is included in the provincial 

manual.  

For more info contact  Keith Carroll at 250-784-

1225, Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 

Operations   
 

Accomplishments During the 2011 field 

season, two contractors worked within the three 

Integrated Plant Management Areas (IPMA) 

administering 657 treatments to 15 species at an 

average cost of $538.92 per site. One biological 

ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ άMecinus janthinusέ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

infestation of Dalmation toadflax (Linaria vulgaris) 

on the East Pine hill ς an area that is steep and 

difficult to treat with conventional herbicide. Eight 

hundred insects were collected in the Kootenays, 

shipped by bus to Dawson Creek and released the 

day after arrival. Summer monitoring indicated 

some activity, but survival due to longer than 

anticipated transit time may have affected 

optimal insect survival.   

Looking to 2012     Priorities include:  (a) oil & 

gas industry relations; (b) Roundup® (glyphosate) 

resistance issues; (c) Agriculture Weed Day;  

(d) contractor work efficacy;  (e) school programs.  

PRRD Directors of Invasive Plant 

Committee 2012    Welcome to the 2012 

Directors of the Invasive Plant Committee: 

Directors Karen Goodings and Arthur Hadland.  

A Heartfelt Goodbye & Thank You to Director Tim 

Caton    Always interested in noxious weeds, Tim 

became an alternate director for the Peace River 

Regional District.  In 1996 he was elected as a 

Director and chaired the invasive plant program of 

the day.  The program rested from 1998 to 2002, 

but was reinstated in 2003 with Tim at the 

helm.  Tim was a major force in the invasive plant 

control, and in 2005 he became a director with 

the Invasive Plant Council of BC.  We will miss Tim, 

and wish him the very best with his retirement in 

Arizona, time with his grandchildren, and most of 

all, improvement in his game of choice:  golf. 
 

IAPP Reports   The following are the IAPP 

extracts reporting sites were treated and how 

much herbicide was used during the 2011 field 

season. The Treatment Summary Report shows 

467 sites, totaling 69 hectares, treated with a total 

of 150 treatments. The Treatment Detail Report 

summarizes biological, chemical and manual 

treatments by species and shows the following 

herbicide use:     

Herbicide No. Sites 
No. 

Treatments 
Total Hectares 

Treated 

Clearview 1 1 0.005 

Grazon 6 10 1.8925 

Milestone 275 284 23.7804 

Roundup 8 12 2.4501 

Tordon 101 1 1 0.1362 

Tordon 22K 60 73 25.4562 

Grand Total  351 381 53.7201 

 

Appendices   Under separate cover refer to 

the following reports:  

A. Fort Nelson Invasive Plant Management Area 

Steering Committee Co-/ƘŀƛǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 

B. Invasive Alien Plant Program Treatment 

Summary and Treatment Detail Reports 

C.  Contractor Reports from Spectrum Resource 

Group Inc. and Sunrise Environmental Inc.   
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FIGHT INVASIVE WEEDS 
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Northeast Invasive Plant Committee (NEIPC)  

A committee of the Peace River Regional District, 

composed of all levels of government, communities, 

First Nations, agriculture, oil and gas, utilities,  

forestry coal, transportation, parks, recreation and 

community representatives, works toward  the 

prevention and spread of invasive plants and 

degradation of susceptible habitats in northeast BC 

in an organized and coordinated approach.  

Invasive Plant Program ð Peace River Regional 

District (PRRD) 

Elaine Armagost, pictured above, is employed as 

Invasive Plant Program Manager, as of May 31, 2011, 

for the Peace River Regional District. Ms. Armagost 

serves as the PRRD Weed Control Officer, taking 

direction from NEIPC committee, plan and profile.  
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