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Spotters Network  

Module 5:  

Aboriginal People  

& Invasive Plants  



Through province -wide 

cooperation and coordination, 

the Invasive Plant Council of BC  is 

working to minimize the negative 

ecological, social, and economic 

impacts caused by the 

introduction, establishment, and 

spread of invasive plants.  

Spotted Knapweed  

S. Dewey, Utah State University  



 

1. What are invasive plants ? 
 

2. How do they spread?  
 

3. What are the impacts?  
 

4. What can I do ? 
 

5. Which ones are which?  
 

6. Weeds on their way  
 

Outline  

Dalmation  Toadflax  

S. Turner, BC Ministry of Forests 



Himalayan Blackberry  

D. Chong  

 Invasive plants are referred to a 

number of different ways é 

Himalayan Blackberry 

A. Ceska  

What are invasive plants?  

òalienó 
 

ònon-nativeó 
  

òexoticó 
 

òintroducedó 
 

ònoxious weedsó 

 



Invasive plantsé 

  

Å Can quickly & easily establish on  

  disturbed and un -disturbed sites 

  

Å Usually lack natural pathogens  

  or predators  

 

Å Can be prolific seed producers  

 

 

Burdock  

M.E. Harte  



How do invasive plants spread ? 

Å Increased travel and trade  
 

Å Transportation and utility corridors  
 

Å Contaminated seed mixtures  
 

Å Wildlife, livestock, humans and pets  
 

Å Horticulture, gardening and  

  ornamentals  
 

Å Recreation  
 

Å Water, wind, soil  

 

Houndõs Tongue seeds  

BC Ministry of Forests, Lands and  

Natural Resource Operations  

Yellow Starthistle  

J. Asher 



Economic impacts  

Hoary Alyssum  

L Scott  

 

Å Agriculture  

 

Å Ranching  

 

Å Forestry 
 

Å Transportation  



Environmental impacts  

 

Å Reduced biodiversity  

 

Å Increased erosion, sedimentation  

  and degraded fish and terrestrial  

  habitat  

 

Centre for Non -Timber Resources  

at Royal Roads University  



Social impacts  

 

Å Health and safety problems  
 

Å Loss of agriculture land and community  

  gardens  
 

Å Loss of traditional food and medicinal   

  plants  
 

Å Reduced fishing, hunting and trapping  

  areas  
 

Å Loss of congregation areas, hiking,  

  and camping  

Boston Bar, BC First Nations Tuckkwiowhum  

Heritage Interpretive Village  

R. van Eng  



What can I do?  

Å Spot and report new invasive  

  plants  
 

Å Maintain healthy, non -invasive  

  plant communities  
 

Å Minimize horticultural escapes  
 

Å Minimize and re -vegetate     

  soil disturbance  
 

Å Minimize spread  

St. Johnõs Wort  

J. Cardina , The Ohio State University  



Best Management Practices  

Rush Skeletonweed  

R. Old 

ÅCheck clothing, equipment and vehicles   

  for invasive plant parts and seeds  
 

ÅDispose of invasive plant material   

  properly  
 

ÅStay on existing roads and trails  

  whenever possible  
 

ÅGet involved with efforts to control   

   invasive plants. Contact your local  

   weed coordinator  

 



Horse herd  

Dog Creek Indian Band/ Xgat'temc  

H. Harry 

ÅPressed sample  

 

ÅLive sample  

 

ÅScanned sample  

 

ÅClose -up photos  

 

ÅSite information  

 

Reporting ð  

c ollect site information &  sample  



Oxeye Daisy 

S. Atherton  

Report invasive plants to  

Elaine Armagost  
Elaine.armagost@prrd.bc.ca   

 

Call 1 -800-670-7773  

 or call  

1-888-reportaweed  

 

Use Report-A-Weed  website 
www.reportaweedbc.ca  

3 ways to report invasive plantsé 

mailto:Elaine.armagost@prrd.bc.ca
http://www.reportaweedbc.ca/


www.reportaweedbc.ca  



Photo: L. Wilson 

Which ones are which?  

Regionally invasive  

plantsé. 

Common Tansy  

Ministry of Agriculture  



[ INSERT REGIONALLY IMPORTANT  

INVASIVE PLANT SLIDE ] 



[ INSERT REGIONALLY IMPORTANT  

INVASIVE PLANT SLIDE ] 



[ INSERT REGIONALLY IMPORTANT  

INVASIVE PLANT SLIDE ] 



Weeds on their wayé 

Yellow Starthistle  

S. Dewey Utah State  

 

 


