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Goals of a Rural Fire Plan:
1) Ensure the safety of those attempting to fight 

the fire (responders)
2) Save lives
3) Contain the fire
4) Protect structures

Your Rural Fire Plan should include: 
- Emergency numbers posted by each   
  phone
- An escape plan showing at least 2 ways
  out of each room of each building
- A meeting place for family and/or staff
- Predetermined evacuation routes from your 
property

- Predetermined locations where livestock can be 
relocated (on and off your property)

- Roles and responsibilities of each family member 
or staff person (i.e., who will watch children, who 
will move cattle, who will set up hoses, etc.)

STEP 1 -  PLANNING

October 9th to 15th is Fire Prevention Week in Canada and this makes it a great time to ensure your family 
knows what to do in the event of a fire.  ,  and  are even more important in the rural 
areas of our region that do not receive formal fire protection from a fire department.  

Planning Prevention Practice

The success of every plan depends on 
PRACTICE!

Ensure that every family member 
and/or staff person knows and 
practices the fire plan at least

twice a year!

STEP 2 - PREVENTION 
Smoke Alarms
?

your home and both inside and outside of each 
bedroom.

? Smoke alarms can also be installed in out buildings like 
barns, garages, workshops, etc.

? Batteries should be replaced at least twice a year.
? Smoke alarms should be tested at least monthly.

Fire Extinguishers
? Keep fire extinguishers serviced and available 

throughout your ranch or rural property including in 
your home, tack room, barn, etc.

? Fire extinguishers should be available on each floor of 
your home and in particular your kitchen & garage.

? Before you buy a fire extinguisher, discuss with your 
retailer about the different types of extinguishers and 
their uses. 

? Be sure to follow manufacturers’ recharge & 
maintenance instructions. 

Emergency Shut-Offs
? Know where to find and how to properly shut-off your 

water, Hydro, natural gas or propane and any other fuel 
sources

Equipment & Resources 
aving access to 

equipment and resources either on your own property or 
through agreement with neighbours.   The following are 
just some of the resources you may want to consider in 
your personal and neighbourhood plan:
? Water pumps and hoses with fire nozzles
? Irrigation and sprinkler systems particularly if you live in 

an area that is at risk of wildfires
? Manpower - agreements with neighbours, community 

groups, etc.
? Heavy equipment like Cats, backhoes, excavators, dozers, 

etc.
? Water trucks 

Ensure that smoke alarms are installed on each floor of 

An important part of your rural fire plan is h
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“Rural Fire Prevention” was adapted with permission from: “Rural Fire Plan” by Reg Steward, FARSHA  BC Ranching Safety Consultant.



STEP 2 - PREVENTION CONTINUED
Fire Proofing Your Home & Yard Area
? Conduct regular annual cleaning and inspections of 

chimneys and flues
? Always use dry wood to prevent creosote buildup which 

can contribute to chimney fires
? Buildings, house and yard should be kept orderly and 

free of debris
? Fire breaks should be established between buildings and 

bush or field lines
? Create a 10 m fuel-free zone around all structures and 

buildings by removing shrubs, trees, deadfall and 
woodpiles and keep grass mowed and watered

? From 10 to 30 m from your home or outdoor structure 
create a managed zone where trees are spaced 3-6 m 
apart.  Also remove thick shrubbery that could provide 
an opportunity for fire to climb (see FireSmart BC at 

http://bcwildfir e.ca/Prevention/fir esmart.htm)
? Store flammable materials, liquids and solvents in metal 

containers outside the home, at least 30 feet away from 
structures and wooden fences. 

Water Supply
? Predetermine water sources available for use in the 

event of a fire.
? Ensure there is enough power in the pump to reach all 

inhabited structures and that you have sufficient hose 
length.

? Ensure an ice auger, or alternate means of breaking ice, 
is on hand during the winter months in order to access 
water from dugouts and ponds. 

? Ensure that your snow plowing routine allows access to 
fire suppression equipment during the winter. 

STEP 3 - PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE

In the event of a fire:
?

at your predetermined meeting location and account for 
all family members and/or staff.

? Report the fire by calling 9-1-1.
? If evacuate livestock.
? , attempt to extinguish the fire by using the 

appropriate fire suppression tactic (e.g., extinguisher, 
water or smother with sand or dirt).  NEVER enter a 
burning building.

? Use the equipment and fire suppression tools included 
in your fire plan.

? Utilize available pump and water sources to contain the 
fire.

? Determine when to evacuate and if you do evacuate, 
utlize preplanned evacuation routes from your property.

Make sure everyone is safe and out of harm’s way.  Meet 

necessary and SAFE 
IF SAFE

In the event of a fire, once you are 
out of a building STAY OUT!   

Never re-enter a burning building - 
one of the most common causes

 of deaths from a fire is from 
smoke inhalation - NOT burns!

?

members of your family and/or staff.
Practice your plan at least twice a year and involve all 

Looking for more information?

Farm and Ranch Safety and Health Association (FARSHA) 
Mike Burzek,  

Sparky the Fire Dog
 

Fire Prevention Canada
  

mcburzek@gmail.com
www.farsha.bc.ca

www.sparky.org

www.fiprecan.ca





Plan y our home escape plan TOD A Y with y our f amily ...

? Draw a floor plan or map of your home.  Show all doors and 
windows.

? Mark two ways out of each room.
? Mark all of the smoke alarms with   . Smoke alarms should ideally 

be both inside and outside of each bedroom and on every level of 
the home.

? Pick a family meeting place outside where everyone can meet.
? Remember to practice your plan at least twice a year!

SA


