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1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
The Peace River Regional District (PRRD), members of Focus Corporation and the South Peace Fringe Area Official 
Community Plan Community Advisory Committee have been working in collaboration to create an Official Community 
Plan (OCP) that identifies and highlights the wants, needs and desires of the residents of the South Peace Fringe Area. 
The OCP process has been divided into three phases identified by the Focus project team and the Peace River Regional 
District .These three Phases are: 
 

• Phase I - Background Report  
• Phase 2 - Public Consultation 
• Phase 3 - Plan Development  
 

An important aspect of Phase 2 is to obtain significant community input from a broad spectrum of local residents. An 
effective way of obtaining “broad stroke” community input is in the form of a survey. Surveys are relatively inexpensive are 
very useful in gathering information from a large population. By using a mail-out survey as a consultation tool, Focus and 
the PRRD were able to gather input on a variety of topics and pass on information to members of the population often 
referred to as the “silent majority” that do not attend community events.  

The data collected during the previous public input opportunities provided helpful baseline data for the creation of the 
survey instrument. Also, the South Peace Fringe Area Community Profile Report created by Smart Growth Advisory 
Services was an invaluable resource.  

  2. PURPOSE OF STUDY 
The overarching purpose of this study was to provide residents of the South Peace Fringe Area with an opportunity to 
provide input and suggestions on the most pressing OCP related issues found within the SPFA. The issues addressed in 
the survey instrument were as follows: 
 

• Quality of Life 
• Environment 
• Economic Development 
• Energy  
• Water Management 
• Design Guidelines 
• Growth and Development 
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• Parks, Recreation and Outdoors 
 
Study objectives identified by the research team were: 
 
1. To allow a broad spectrum of residents the opportunity to offer feedback on OCP related issues 
2. To identify the priorities of SPFA residents 
3. To gather resident opinions and comments on the future look and feel of the South Peace Fringe Area 
4. To determine possible direction of the PRRD in regards to future land use 
5. To offer the consulting team a “check-in” opportunity with community members  

3. METHODOLOGY 

3.1. Context 
To date the OCP process has had limited success in gathering input  from the community at large. Often hosting events in 
a central location offers researchers the opportunity to collect this important community based input but due to the large 
geographic size of the South Peace Fringe Area it was decided that the most effective way to obtain the information 
required would be the creation of a mail-out survey.  

3.2 Survey instrument 
The Focus team and members of the Regional District collaborated at length to develop a survey instrument that would 
allow residents the opportunity to comment on a broad section of OCP related issues. It should be noted that survey 
response rates have decreased as people become saturated with surveys in daily life. Gaining a good response rate to 
the survey required the following steps: 
 
a) Using an initial sample of 450 households; 
b) Providing the opportunity for residents to pick up surveys at the Regional District office; 
c) Using word of mouth and promotional tools in the local newspaper to let residents know the study was taking place. 
 
Questions for the survey were developed based on: a) a scan of relevant literature and other studies, b) input from the 
Peace River Regional District and c) feedback from the Community Advisory Committee. Feedback was used to fine tune 
the survey before it was sent. The resulting questionnaire was six pages in length (Appendix B.)  
 
Copies were made of all completed surveys and the originals were sent to the Focus office in Victoria. The survey 
instrument  was sent to 450 households in the South Peace Fringe Area that were randomly selected. Surveys were also 
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available for residents that wished to participate but were not part of the original sample and therefore had no opportunity 
to participate in the study. 

 3.3 Mail out 
When the survey instrument was complete, it was printed and mailed out by Peace River Regional District staff. The 
completed survey package included a) a cover letter indicating how data was to be treated, b) the survey c) incentive 
sheet and d) a self addressed return envelop complete with postage. 

3.4 Data Analysis 
All data was analyzed using SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Sciences) and tables were created in Excel. Basic 
descriptive statistics were done (percentages, frequencies etc) and put into tables. Initial results are intended to be shared 
with the Peace River Regional District and the Official Community Plan Community Advisory Committee.  
 
Note: If required, further analysis can be done in the form of cross-tabulations by demographic variables (age, gender, 
length of time in the South Peace Fringe Area, and area of work providing more detailed information for those specific 
variables. 
 
The findings from the survey will assist the PRRD in 1) providing future direction for the South Peace Fringe Area and 2) 
plan for meeting the present and future economic, environmental and social needs of local residents. 

3.7 Research Limitations 
This research design has some limitations which should be noted upon review and use of the results. Due to the large 
size of the area to be surveyed there may be overrepresentation of certain areas and under representation in others. Also, 
there is no way to control who in the household completes the survey therefore the results may have a systemic bias 
whereby head of households are over represented in the data.  
 
Another research limitation is that there was no method created to distinguish between surveys that were sent out as part 
of the original mail-out and surveys that were picked up at other times throughout the process. This may have resulted in 
an inaccurate response rate. As there is no way of distinguishing the difference between surveys mailed out and those 
picked up, the research team has used the original number of 450 surveys to identify an approximate response rate 
for the purposes of this report.  
 
Important Note: The responses in question number one (Quality of Life) may not be accurate due to a formatting error 
overlooked in the final draft of the survey. Although the response options are listed in the questioning, an entire line of 



information has been omitted from the response area which may have created unreliable results (see Appendix A).  Also, 
Question 11, letter D was believed to be omitted from the final survey instrument but was missed by the research team. 
Responses from this particular question should also be used with caution.   

4. Findings  
The research design resulted in a total of 80 completed surveys being returned which represents approximately an 18% 
response rate. Based on the population provided by the South Peace Fringe Area Community Profile Report of 3,810 
there needed to be a total of 349 surveys returned for statistically accurate survey results with a confidence level of 95% 
with a confidence interval of 5.  
  
 
Basic frequency results are summarized in this section (Section 4.). Further cross-tabulation analyses for key questions 
by select variables are provided in Section 5.  
Although the method used did not produce a large enough sample size to supply the researchers with statistically valid 
findings it did offer helpful perspectives into the wants, needs and concerns of a solid cross section of South Peace Fringe 
Area residents.  
 

The confidence interval is the plus-or-minus figure usually reported in newspaper or television opinion poll results. For example, if you use a 
confidence interval of 4 and 47% percent of your sample picks an answer you can be "sure" that if you had asked the question of the entire relevant 
population between 43% (47-4) and 51% (47+4) would have picked that answer. 

The confidence level tells you how sure you can be. It is expressed as a percentage and represents how often the true percentage of the population 
who would pick an answer lies within the confidence interval. The 95% confidence level means you can be 95% certain; the 99% confidence level 
means you can be 99% certain. Most researchers use the 95% confidence level. Taken from http://www.surveysystem.com/sscalc.htm#one 

In most cases, the percentages shown are based on 80 responses. The number of responses may vary by question, as in 
some cases respondents preferred not to answer a particular question and in other cases were given the opportunity to 
provide more than one response.  
 
Some questions gave respondents the opportunity to offer additional comments to each question. A complete list of all 
additional comment responses can be found in Appendix A.  

4.1  Respondent Information 
Before addressing the results of the individual questions of the study, it is important to understand who responded to the 
survey. An important overall goal of the OCP process was to hear from a broad segment of the South Peace Fringe Area 
population. Figure 1 shows that 16% of respondents were from Tomslake and a further 16% were from South Dawson. A  
further  14.7% were from Arras and 10.7% were from Tupper. 9.3% of respondents were from Bear Mountain and 5.3% 
were Briar Ridge. Lastly, 2.7 of respondents were from West Kiskatinaw and 2.7% were also from East of Pouce coupe.  
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Figure 1: Area of Residence 

 
Note: Almost one quarter (22.7%) of all respondents indicated that they resided in locations other than the options 
provided by the survey instrument. Some of the “other” areas of residence provided by respondents included: 
  

• Bessborough,  
• Upper Cutbank, and 
• South of Pouce. 
 

See Appendix A for a complete list of “other” responses.  
 
With regards to household composition, there was a good cross-section of age groups that responded to the survey. 
Figure 2 illustrates that from the total of 205 residents found within the households of respondents, there was a total of 50 
people aged 51-60 and a further 40 aged 41-50. These age groups account for a combined 43.9% of the total population 
of respondents while the combined age groups of Less than 6, 6 to 12 and 13 to 18 only accounted for a combined 15.1% 
(31 total) of the household composition.      
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Figure 2: Household Composition  

 
When respondents were asked what where there location of work was, Figure 3 shows that 44% of respondents indicated 
that they worked in Dawson Creek  and a further 17% indicated that they worked in a rural area less than 30km from 
Dawson Creek. 11% of respondents stated that they worked more than 30km from Dawson Creek and 4% worked in the 
Village of Pouce coupe. A further 16% of survey respondents indicated that they worked in other manipulates that were 
not mentioned on the questionnaire.  
 
Note:  8%of respondents stated that they were retired. This was not an option given on the questionnaire but was created 
as its own section in the results section as the researchers felt it was a significant percentsge of the total respondents.    
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Figure 3 – Location of Work 

 
When respondents were asked how long they have lived in the South Peace Fringe Area the responses showed that in 
general, respondents lived in the region for a long period of time as shown in Figure 4. A total of 81% of respondents have 
lived in the South Peace Fringe Area for more than 10 years and a further 11% have lived in the region for 6 to 10 years. 
Only 8% of the total respondents have lived in the area between 1 and 5 years.  
 
Note: Although the results are not shown in Figure 4, it should be noted that upon further analysis it was established that 
50% of respondents have lived in the South Peace Fringe Area for 25 years or more. It should also be noted that no 
respondents have lived in the region for less than a year.       
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Length of Time in South Peace Fringe Area
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Figure 4 – Length of time in the South Peace Fringe Area 

4.2 Quality of Life 
An important aspect to consider when doing an Official Community Plan are items associated with quality of life. Quality of 
life questions look at the well being of members of a given community regarding economic, social and economic aspects 
as a whole as opposed to individual components.    
 
Figure 19 illustrates that 38.2% of respondents feel that the South Peace Fringe Area is an excellent place to raise a 
family and 88% of respondents stated that the South Peace Fringe Area was an excellent or good place to live. However, 
the same Figure illustrates that 22% of respondents feel that the South Peace Fringe Area needs improvement as a place 
to retire.  
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Figure 19 – Quality of Life  
 

Respondents were also asked “what three things they liked most about living in the South Peace Fringe Area. This was 
an open ended question that offered respondents the opportunity to highlight aspects of the community they most 
enjoyed. A total of 74 respondents offered responses and a complete list of all responses can be found in Appendix A. A 
sample of some of the more prominent themes that emerged include: 
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     Sample of Themed Responses – 3 Things Most 
Liked About Living in the SPFA 

1. Privacy 
2. Open space 

3. Close to town 
4. Nature / Wildlife 

5. Rural setting 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Residents were also asked to “list up to three things that you like least about living within the South Peace Fringe Area. 
Once again this was an open ended question that offered respondents the opportunity to highlight aspects of the 
community they least enjoy. A total of 74 respondents offered responses and the following is a sample of some of the 
more prominent themes that emerged.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 Sample of Themed Responses – 3 Things Least 
Liked About Living in the SPFA 

1. Lack of Road Maintenance 
2. Industrial Traffic 

3. Poor Snow Removal 
4. Weather  

5. Oil and Gas Industry 

 

Section 4.3  –  Triple Bottom Line 
Question number 15 highlighted the future direction of the South Peace Fringe Area. The question focused on three key 
components of life often referred to as the Triple Bottom Line. The triple bottom line includes the following components: 
 
1. Social well being which includes issues such as recreation, health, safety, and education.  
 
2. Economic well being which includes issues such as employment, income, and industry. 
 
3. Environmental well being which includes issues such as air and water quality, food supply and waste reduction.  
 
Respondents were asked to think ten years ahead and give examples of what they would like to see take place to 
enhance the social, economic and environmental well-being of the South Peace Fringe Area.  
 
Respondents were given room to provide open ended responses to each component of the triple bottom line. A cross 
section of the responses for each of the three components are highlighted in textboxes below.  The research team 
compiled a complete list of all comments made (Appendix A)  

 
Triple Bottom Line – A Sample of Findings 
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A Sample of the “Economic Future”  Envisioned by Residents of the South Peace Fringe Area 
 
A greater emphasis on agricultural diversity and especially on the final steps to the consumer. We have a lot of potential for 
o local rganic production in the South Peace and this will only grow. Also second stage and third stage manufacturing of 
resources (Survey #11) 
 
A mix of industrial, agricultural and value added operations coordinated in a reasonable fashion that promotes industrial 
zones, light industrial and agricultural zones (survey #25) 
 
A  

 
gricultural base with value added agricultural processing. A locally adopted economy where possible ‐ not production only

for distant markets. Stable economy more important than high incomes (survey #29)
 
A the 

ng them for residential purposes not 
agriculture.(survey #44) 

gricultural benefits by zoning the fringe areas to acreage and leaving larger parcels further from town intact. Because of 
lack of acreages currently people have no choice but to alienate quarter sections by buyi
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As it is today (survey #62) 
 
Developing value added industries especially farm related (eg. Ethanol producers) (survey #72) 
 
Diversity ‐ so area not dependant on only agriculture or oil and gas resources (survey #70) 
 
Encouraging use of raw materials into local manufacturing goods, additional natural gas facility with new technologies / 
g een as possible (survey #59) r
 
Highly diversified from renewable energy installation to market gardens and value added manufacturing on a small, medium 
scale moving strongly towards regional self sufficiency in food, energy and products (survey #41) 

The economic future
 

 for the Fringe area can not be accomplished without water (survey #3) 
 
 
 

A Sample of the “Environmental Future ”  Envisioned by Residents of the South Peace Fringe Area  
  

A clean healthy community which supports clean air and water as well as local food production with good access to 
opportunity to reduce waste through recycling collection (survey #34) 
A clean healthy community which supports clean air and water as well as local food production with good access to 
opportunity to reduce waste through recycling collection (survey #34) 
  
a significant increase in regional awareness and understanding of the importance of all environmental factors resulting in a 
pervasive green culture that results in strong willing action and stewardship (survey #41) 
a significant increase in regional awareness and understanding of the importance of all environmental factors resulting in a 
pervasive green culture that results in strong willing action and stewardship (survey #41) 
  
All economic activity must be based on long term environmental sustainability. Develop a code of business and personal 
conduct which always includes environmental impact on all decisions (survey #29) 
All economic activity must be based on long term environmental sustainability. Develop a code of business and personal 
conduct which always includes environmental impact on all decisions (survey #29) 
  
Conservation and planning around fresh water. Helping people in business/industry/residential implement energy saving 
steps and slowing the sprawl of oil and gas to consider the land impact (survey #10) 
Conservation and planning around fresh water. Helping people in business/industry/residential implement energy saving 
steps and slowing the sprawl of oil and gas to consider the land impact (survey #10) 
  
Fear of water pollution, air quality. Please ensure that potential water polluters are put in the least potentially harmful areas 
(not just close to transport corridors). (survey #4) 
Fear of water pollution, air quality. Please ensure that potential water polluters are put in the least potentially harmful areas 
(not just close to transport corridors). (survey #4) 
  
I would envision a huge emphasis on solid waste reduction and recycling. High importance should be placed on conserving our 
natural resources and farmland (survey #49) 
I would envision a huge emphasis on solid waste reduction and recycling. High importance should be placed on conserving our 
natural resources and farmland (survey #49) 
  
I would like to see a water management program that identifies and protects source water. Air quality and health are not an 
issue in my opinion. They are fine. (survey #25) 
I would like to see a water management program that identifies and protects source water. Air quality and health are not an 
issue in my opinion. They are fine. (survey #25) 
  
More emphasis on healthy care within the community. Support of hospital and attention to needs of seniors (survey #27) More emphasis on healthy care within the community. Support of hospital and attention to needs of seniors (survey #27) 
  
Quality and quantity of water, again the recognition of the sheer  amounts of water being taken by industry. Like to see the 
existing regs for industry enforced and make companies responsible for timely mitigation of their impacts to soil / air / quality 
of life (survey #23) 

Quality and quantity of water, again the recognition of the sheer  amounts of water being taken by industry. Like to see the 
existing regs for industry enforced and make companies responsible for timely mitigation of their impacts to soil / air / quality 
of life (survey #23) 
  
Since this is in the forefront now I envision, with continued good management, a very environmentally friendly region; one 
that is an example to other areas.(survey #42) 
Since this is in the forefront now I envision, with continued good management, a very environmentally friendly region; one 
that is an example to other areas.(survey #42) 



A Sample of the “Social Future”  Envisioned by Residents of the South Peace Fringe Area 
 
 A safe healthy place to raise children with opportunities to enjoy the natural area as well as recreational opportunities ‐ rinks, 
parks, community halls (survey #34) 
 
A stable population who want to live here and participate in local community. Not a large transient population who are here 
for the economic boom (survey #29) 
 
A strong sense of place and regional identity that increases social networking around important aspects of life: food security, 
environment protection, clean air and water, health, etc. (survey #44) 
 
Better roads and highways, restrictions in sensitive areas, more apprentice programs (survey #20) 
 
I would hope that we will still have a great place for families with the same or more opportunities then we have now 
(survey #47) 
 
Keeping rural schools open to encourage young families to locate in rural areas (survey #49) 
 
Support for functions and facilities in both DC and PC that allow for active quality of life opportunities, recreation, education, 
arts and entertainment (survey #25) 
 
To have active engaged citizens who are dedicated to our communities and our environment. Citizens share social 
responsibility, shared vision and contribute to the economic and environmental future of our area (survey #43) 
 
Would like my grand kids to be able to ride on their own access road safe from industrial traffic (survey #23) 
 
Maintaining and improving medical care and including full hospital facilities (survey #72) 
 
Public spaces, parks, playgrounds, green spaces. Private developers overlook parks. The RD must plan these areas. 
Communities are safer when neighbors know each other (survey #44) 
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4.4 Community  Priorities 
One of the most important aspects of this community based consultation process was to provide voice to the residents of 
the South Peace Fringe Area and to offer residents the opportunity to assist in guiding the form and direction of future 
Official Community Plan based decisions. As mentioned earlier in this report, main themes and discussion points that 
emerged during earlier public consultation formed the backbone of the survey questions put forth to the community. The 
keys issues that were addressed in this section of the report are: 
 

• Quality of Life 
• Environment 
• Economic Development 
• Energy  
• Water Management 
• Design Guidelines 
• Growth and Development 
• Parks, Recreation and Outdoors 
 

This section of the report will also highlight some potential policy that can be considered or implemented during the next 
phase of the OCP process. These policy suggestions will be labeled “Policy Suggestions” under each of the themes 
discussed.  

 4.4.1 Environmental Initiatives  
Survey respondents were asked what environmental initiatives they felt were priorities. Figure 5 illustrates that of the 
seven choices provided, 84.8% of residents surveyed felt that water quality and quantity was a high priority and a further 
83.5% felt that industrial pollution was a high priority. A further 74.7 stated that air quality was a high priority as did 72.4% 
of respondents when asked about natural area protection.  



 

Sample of Additional Comments Provided  
 
One of the main reasons many of us choose to live in this areas is that we care a lot and enjoy being in nature. I think 
industrial development is threatening one of the best things about living here 
 
We are worried about air quality with increasing flaring. We are worried about our lake (Swan) and water quality as 
increasing gas/oil exploration creeps closer to valuable water sources. 
 
I’m concerned about zoning ‐ land being rezoned industrial in farm and residential areas as well as oil and gas 
development near homes, farms and subdivisions.  
 
We moved here because of the clean natural environment 35 years ago and have been deeply saddened by 
environmental degradation and the industrialization of the landscape 
 
Our generation is abusing what we have; everyone should be required to recycle, easy to do 
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Figure 5 – Environmental Priorities 

 
Note: When comparing issues such as environmental initiatives, many residents felt very strongly towards the issues and 
often indicated that they were of high importance or medium importance (as illustrated in Figure 5). In order to further 
break down the question and gather meaningful data, the researchers asked respondents to identify which three of the 
items listed should receive the most attention over the next five years. When asked this question pertaining to energy 
initiatives, Figure 6 illustrates that the top three initiatives chosen were (as first, second or third choice):  
 
Top priority: Water quality and quantity ( 75%) 
Second priority: Industrial pollution (60%)     
Third priority: Air quality / emissions (58.8%)   
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Figure 6 – Top 3  Environmental Priorities for Next five Years 
 

Policy Suggestions Regarding Environmental Initiatives 
 

• Confirm procedures, protocols, guidelines and jurisdictions 
• Surface run-off requirements. Establish standards, enforcements and capacity of the Regional District to be 

a collaborative partner 
• Regional District to be an active partner in policy planning  and create a collaborative partnership between 

the PRRD and Oil and Gas  
• Investigate Provincial and Federal requirements and adherence to regulations, parameters, enforcement 

and penalties 
• Investigate the effectiveness of the “system” regarding environmental protection, adherence, compliance 

and consequences 
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4.4.2 Local Economic Development 
Figure 7 highlights the economic development priorities provided by survey respondents. It shows that 75.6% of 
respondents felt that locating industrial activities in appropriate areas was a high priority and a further 69.6% of 
respondents felt that  fostering economic development that minimizes impact of rural character of area was also a high 
priority. A total of only 12.8% of respondents felt that promoting agri-tourism was a high priority.    
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Figure 7 – Economic Development Priorities 
 

Respondents were asked to identify which three of the economic development items listed should receive the most 
attention over the next five years. Figure 8 illustrates that the top three initiatives chosen were (combined first, second or 
third choice):  
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Top priority:  Locating industrial activities in appropriate areas  (50.0%) 
Second priority:  Supporting agriculture (47.5%) 
Third priority: Fostering economic development that minimizes impact of rural character of area (46.3%) 
 

Top 3 Economic Priorities for Next 5 Years
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Figure 8 – Top 3 Economic Development Priorities For Next Five Years  
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Policy Suggestions Regarding Economic Development 
 

• Targeting areas for economic development through pre-designation and pre-zoning (less regulatory 
approvals) 

• Targeting specific land uses for appropriate areas 
• Agricultural initiatives – collaborating with Agricultural Land Commission 
• Target growth areas (ALR/non-ALR)  
• Investigate exclusions where possible (Regional District instigated) 
• Establish priorities on facilitating agriculture  - identify barriers and address issue with appropriate 

government agencies 
• PRRD becomes a collaborative partner with the following (MOE, ALC, Oil and Gas, Health) 

 

4.4.3 Energy Initiatives 
Respondents were asked what energy initiatives were priorities in the South Peace Fringes Area. 62.8% of respondents 
indicated that reducing the amount of solid waste was a high priority. A further 56.4% of residents surveys stated that they 
felt that implementing strategies to reduce emissions was also a high priority and a further 50% of those surveyed 
indicated that recovering industrial waste heat energy was a high priority.  
 
As a follow up question, respondents were asked what steps local residents can take to make their community more 
energy efficient ansd reduce emissions. A total of 42 residents offered suggestions and some of those suggestions are 
highlighted in the textbox below. A complete list of all comments collected can be found in Appendix A.  
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Become more informed about energy choices and efficient practices ‐ more use of solar energy. Find uses for salvage wood  
beetle pine ‐ small poplar to reduce burning of waste or unwanted wood (survey #34) 
 

Car pool to town (Dawson Creek or Grand Prairie). Make trips to town only when necessary, ride horses to local areas 
(survey #9) 
 

Learn how to access government incentives for things like solar energy. Energy smart our homes (survey #54) 
 
Provide incentives and educate the use of low energy yard and household lights, practice water conservation, Many 
people move from the city (where they have a perceived unlimited supply of water) to the country where they maintain 
careless use of water despite having to pay for delivery to cisterns. Encourage recycling and better planning of vehicle use 
re: minimize trips away from home (survey #77). 
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Figure 9 – Energy Initiative Priorities 
 

Respondents were asked to identify which three of the energy initiative priority items listed should receive the most 
attention over the next five years. Figure 10 illustrates that the top three initiatives chosen were (combined first, second or 
third choice):  
 
Top priority: Reduce solid waste (67.5%) 
Second priority:  Strategies to reduce emissions (55.0%) 
Third priority: Recover industrial waste heat energy (46.3%)   
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Figure 10 – Top 3 Energy Initiatives for Next Five Years 
 

 

Policy Suggestions Regarding Energy Initiatives 
 

• Investigate energy initiatives such as biomass, solar, wind power, and heat recovery 
• Investigate partnerships between PRRD and public and private companies 
• Incorporate Green House Gas reduction targets and cross reference with the emissions inventory (PRRD 

and community wide 
• Investigate solid waste options (barriers and opportunities 
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4.4.4 Water Management Initiative 
Survey respondents were asked what water management issues were priorities in the South Peace Fringes Area. Figure 
11 indicates that 85.7% of all respondents feel that protecting Kiskatinaw watershed is a high priority and a further 68.4% 
stated that all land use decisions be assessed for watershed impacts. 67.1% of people surveyed felt that long term water 
planning was also a top priority.  
 
However, 38.7% of respondents felt that the registration of private water sources was not a priority.  
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Figure 11 – Water Management Initiative Priorities  
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Respondents were then asked to identify which three of the water management priority items listed should receive the 
most attention over the next five years. Figure 12 illustrates that the top three initiatives chosen were (combined first, 
second or third choice):  
 
Top priority:  Protect Kiskatinaw Watershed (78.8%) 
Second priority:  Long term water planning (56.3%)  
Third priority:  Watershed impact and land-use (51.3% 
 

Water Management Priorities for Next 5 Years
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Figure 12 – Top 3 Water Management Initiatives for Next Five Years 
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Sample of Additional Comments Provided on Water Management 
 
 A strategy must be developed that protects, enlarges and restores riparian areas, no matter how small the tributary. 
This strategy must benefit farmers (survey #41) 
 
Anyone who hauls water (most of us) already know how to conserve water. Make oil companies stop using our water. 
Use some other process that does not use water. Do not impose any regulations on the farmer for dugout or 
registration of dugout. (survey #53) 
 
Water is a challenge for our area. Our main water supply is being continually threatened and I do not believe we are 
doing enough to protect it. (survey #79) 
 
Industry water management should be the focus, as Industry waste of water far exceeds personal waste, many of us 
haul and/or pay for our water ‐ we conserve (survey #59) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Researchers looked to provide more information pertaining to water use and respondents were asked what their primary 
source of water for domestic purposes was. Figure 13 shows that 60% of all respondents haul water for domestic 
purposes while 22% use surface water. Another 5% of residents surveyed indicated that they use well water as their 
primary source of water for domestic purposes.  
 
Note: Their was a significant percentage of respondents (16%) that used other source of water. Some of these other 
sources mentioned by respondents include  
 

• Dugouts 
• Rain water collection and  
• Spring fed  water.  
 

Please see Appendix A for a complete list of other sources of water used by respondents.  
 



Primary Source of Water for Domestic Purposes

Haul water 
60%

Other 
13%

Well water 
5%

Surface water 
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Surface water Well water Haul water Other 
 

Figure 13 – Primary Source of Water for Domestic Purposes 
 

Policy Suggestions Regarding Water Management  
 

• Review and incorporate Riparian Area regulations into the OCP 
• Incorporate water conservation and/or sustainability options  through dialogue with Oil and Gas industry 
• Industrial water management  - review guidelines and parameters including Federal and Provincial 

requirements 
• Investigate regulations and adherence  
• Collaborative discussion on mitigation options and sustainable resource management.  
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4.4.5 Design Guideline Initiatives 
Respondents were asked what design guideline initiatives are priorities in the South Peace Fringe Area. Figure 14 
indicates that 75.7% of respondents felt that protecting environmentally sensitive areas is a high priority. 69.7% of those 
surveyed also felt that protecting natural features such as watercourses was also a high priority. A further 68% of 
residents that took part in the survey stated that promoting and supporting safe highway connections such as crossings 
and turning lanes was a high priority, 
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Figure 14  – Design Guideline Priorities 
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Policy Suggestions Regarding Design Guideline Priorities 
 

• Protection of natural features  
• Enhancement and expansion of Development Permit Areas and requirements 
• Incorporate multi-jurisdictional guidelines and environmental parameters and cross reference them with 

OCP guidelines and parameters 
• Incorporate incentives for industrial energy and GHG reduction in terms of construction and buildings or 

energy retrofits  

4.4.5 Growth and Development Initiatives 
Respondents were asked what which growth and development initiatives were priorities. Figure 15 illustrates that 57.1% 
of residents surveyed felt that preserving Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) lands was a high priority and a further 46.6% of 
respondents stated that implementing buffer zones was a high priority. Also, the consideration of sewer and water service 
is considered a high priority by 39.2% of respondents.  
 
Note:  14.1% of total respondents indicated that they did not know whether or not diversifying agriculture activities (letter 
D) was a priority or not. This confusion was likely a result of the research team not omitting this question when it intended 
to do so. A further 8% of respondents stated that they did not know whether or not reducing the environmental footprint of 
buildings by exceeding environmental rating standards (LEED) was a priority. This confusion was likely a result of the 
research team making the assumption that SPFA residents understood what the acronym LEED stood which may not be 
the case.   
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Figure 15  – Growth Initiative Priorities 
 
A follow-up question pertaining to growth and development was created in which respondents were asked what pattern of 
development respondents preferred. Figure 16 illustrates that 68% of residents surveyed prefer to see a higher level of 
density within existing developed areas (infill) as a pattern of future development as compared to 32% who would prefer to 
see dispersed development outside existing developed areas (sprawl). 
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Figure 16 – Pattern of Development Preference 

 
Residents were also asked to comment on what parcel size they would prefer to see if new residential development was 
going to occur in their area. Figure 17 demonstrates that rural residential (4.5 to 20 acres) is the most highly preferred with 
46.5% of respondents indicating that it is highly preferred size of residential development. Also, 34.8% of residents 
surveyed stated residential lots (less than 4.5 acres) were a least preferred size of residential development. A further 
24.6% of residents stated that large holdings (greater than 155 acres) were not needed.  
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Figure 17 – Size of Residential Development Preference 
 

Policy Suggestions Regarding Growth Management  
 

• Collaborate and proactively investigate options and test cases with Agricultural Land Commission regarding 
farming and non-farm initiatives 

• Emphasis of preserving agriculture lands – growth boundaries, development and agriculture interface 
• Sustainability influence on / in land use designations 
• Ensure diversity in housing types and create incentives 

4.4.6 Parks, Recreation Facilities and Outdoors 
Respondents were asked to rate parks, recreation facilities and outdoors in the South Peace Fringe Area ranging from 
excellent to needing improvement. Figure 18 illustrates that 19.5% of respondents rate recreation facilities as excellent. 
However, 34.6% of residents surveyed indicated that trails need improvement and 28.2% of residents surveyed indicated 
that the maintenance of existing facilities also needs improvement.  
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Figure 18 –Parks, Recreation and Trails 
 
 

 

Policy Suggestions Regarding Parks, Recreation and Trails  
 

• Identify existing facilities and areas for possible enhancement  
• Identify recreational corridors – both new and existing  
• Establish shoulder policy documents – trail network plan 
• Emphasis of expansion and capacity 
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Appendix A - Open Ended Responses 
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Question #2 – 3 Things You Like Most About Living in the South Peace Fringe Area 
 

39 
ability to access quading areas from home, no close neighbors as in 8 feet away, privacy, nobody breathing down your neck to see what is 
going on in your yard 

50 access to outdoor recreation, small town connection to a variety of people, blue sky and fresh air 
52 all would have been excellent three years ago 
70 being able to live on acreage, having access to facilities such as hospital, library, and stores 
80 big sky, sunshine, relative quiet and prior gas / oil cleaner air 
36 bright winters and long summers 
77 close proximity to larger center and all the amenities it offers, space and privacy, fire protection 
58 close to shopping 
31 close to town, more privacy and bigger lots than in town, less taxes than in town 
44 close to town, warmer up on the hillsides in the winter months, less crime, less noise 
41 easy access to nature, easy to commute into town, good people overall 
55 easy access to recreation areas 
12 environment (woods, animals, birds) the friendliness of the people, seeing the wind towers 
51 farmland, job opportunities, close to GP but small town 

9 foothills, lakes, Facilities in Dawson Creek (33km away on hwy. 2) 
40 freedom from bureaucracy, privacy 
48 freedom, family close, recreation 
60 good place to raise a family, wildlife, ski-dooing, good farming 
68 have our space and privacy, close to the municipality, within fire protection areas 
78 having space 
47 high standard of living, the number of recreational opportunities, rural community 
61 hunting, low population, summer 
19 In most areas we are close to crown land for recreation, community spirit and involvement 
53 keep horses, places to ride, no near neighbors, few rules by government 
54 lack of crowds, beautiful environment 
34 large parcels of land, rural setting, low population density  
72 living close to wilderness and yet close to work, space for children (grandchildren) to grow, privacy 
32 low taxes, close enough to town 
46 low taxes, close to town, close to services 
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33 lower taxed compared to city, very little political drama, rural lifestyle 
75 nature, rural community, outdoor activities 
45 no big crowds. Peaceful lifestyle, lots of opportunity 
65 no building permits required 
17 not crowded, affordable 
64 not very active for traffic, privacy 
18 outside of pollution of LP in city, somewhat quieter than city, slightly more freedom of movement 
15 paved road to my house, quiet, no pollution 
26 peacefulness, clean air and water, economically stable 
23 privacy for residents, outdoor spaces (quiet), nature 

3 privacy, knowing your neighborhood 
66 privacy, no city restrictions, room for expansion and our recreational activities 
56 privacy, quiet, lifestyle 
74 privacy, quiet, nature at your doorstep 
49 privacy, quietness, large open space 
21 privacy, silence, security 
22 privacy, trees, wildlife 
57 proximity to DC, quiet country life 
20 proximity to mountains, not over populated, not living in town 
63 quiet, away from city, don't travel far - close to everything 
62 quiet, few bylaws, nice people 
71 quiet, live within 20 minutes of town, low taxes 
27 quiet, no industry, within short drive of city 
11 quiet, required services available (internet, power, natural gas), good roads for the most part 
38 quiet, weather, peace 

4 recreation, access to medical facilities, water quality 
29 relatively clean environment, peace and quiet, natural landscape 
69 rural lifestyle, good sense of community, close enough to Dawson and Grande Prairie 

24 
rural living with access to amenities, peace and quiet and stars in the night sky, recreational opportunities (horses, quading, boating, fishing 
and hunting) 

14 rural living, good neighbors, privacy 
79 rural setting, trees, space from neighbors 
25 sense of community, access to backcountry, sunshine 
42 serenity, beauty, wildlife, close proximity to the city 

6 space 
43 space - privacy but still close to town, reasonable cost of living, access to nature and green areas 
76 space between houses, hunting and fishing  
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10 space, great neighbors, wildlife and nature 
59 steady supply of work and good wage, relaxed people surrounding, space - land 

2 summer recreation, not crowded population, good air and water quality   
13 the ability to make an excellent living, great recreation facilities 
16 the laid back pace, wildlife on your doorstep, peacefulness 
35 the open space, not crowded, good people, easy access 

5 we live only 5 minutes from town but have a beautiful acreage. Privacy, road upkeep, particularly in the winter  
7 weather, outdoor activities, not too crowded 

37 work availability, outdoor activities, low crime,  

 
N = 74 
 
Question #3 – Three Things You Like Least About Living in the South Peace Fringe Area 
 

69 all the oil and gas development 
17 area getting very busy traffic in town (necessary for growth), longer winters 
24 closeness of oil and gas to residences and schools 
42 cold/snow, garbage concerns - family getting rid of from the area or outside as there are dumping spots that are disgusting 
25 connections and distance to rest of BC 
75 distance to amenities, quality of roads 

74 
do not get to vote on municipal referendums, current industrialization of gas exploration and production, internet high speed  / 
telephone choices are limited as is service 

53 
dogs at large, elk in hay, poor road plowing - plowing me in - no service by contractor to do private driveways, continuous 
proving by paperwork that a farm really is a farm for assessment purposes 

36 dust, wind 

80 
encroaching presence of oil and gas companies, health jeopardized by oil and gas (air quality), roads much too busy (oil and 
gas traffic) 

66 
even though we own commercial property in Dawson Creek and pay taxes, we can not vote, hwy7 west from D.C. is getting 
heavy traffic and should be 4 laned 

33 extreme lack of road upgrades and maintenance, access to convenient garbage disposal, noise pollution from industry 
10 growing gas and gas flares, increasing traffic 
22 hauling water, buying gas for vehicles, no fire protection 
70 having to haul water 
58 heavy traffic, stink in Encana Center from the horse barn - unable to participate, city getting too big 
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77 
household water must be hauled, poor response by contractor to adverse weather conditions (poor roads), taxes aas high as 
within city limits with fewer services 

12 Incursion of oil and gas industry, incursion of oil and gas industry, incursion of oil and gas industry 
41 industrial traffic increasing, barking dogs, loud vehicles, kids running wild on ATV's 

2 industry developing oil and gas, long winters / winter driving, agriculture not supported 
52 industry, traffic, smell of flaring 

1 Lack of paved roads serving residents and farm fringe 
76 lack of snow removal or grading of roads, oil and gas trucks at all hours of the day on my road 

6 Lack of water  
61 large truck traffic, winter plow trucks plowing in driveways, dogs barking and running loose at night 
50 long cold winters, road conditions (lack of maintenance, winter, results in unsafe driving conditions and puts us at higher risk) 
37 long winters, road conditions, lake qualities 

65 
lousy decisions by regional board in location of land fill (garbage dump), too many deer or moose, danger to gardening 
vegetables, too much windblown garbage from regional landfill 

15 mud, cold 
68 no bylaw enforcement, unable to vote on what happens in the municipality 
44 No bylaws regarding industrial use, uncontrolled dogs, we have no public space to get to know our neighbors 
32 no or little police present, teen disrespectful use of snowmobile 
62 no services, 1 hour ambulance service, no high speed internet 
11 no water or sewer service, no foot path width on side of road 
31 no water or sewer service, no foot path width on side of road 
48 no work, poor roads, increase in traffic 
64 Noise from L.P.,  
78 not having water, not having sewer 

5 Nothing - we love it 
29 oil and gas activities, increased traffic, disappearance of small family farms and small business  

23 
Oil and gas development in private lands (loss of landowner control of property uses), lack of respect for agriculture by present 
Council, loss of agricultural use of agricultural lands  

49 oil and gas exploration, increased traffic on roads, traveling to town in winter on unkept highways.  
9 Oil and gas industry, proposed toxic waste dump, no store for groceries nearby 

14 oil and gas, too much traffic 
56 oil moving in, road service and maintenance 
19 Our rural communities are being taken over by oil and gas industry, the condition of our roads 
18 Poor road conditions, heavy traffic on rural roads, infringement on private property by industry 

3 Poor road maintenance, drilling noise from rigs  
27 poor road maintenance, no water and sewer, no mail delivery 
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16 
poor snow removal for being a paved road, water system, dump traffic leaving garbage everywhere. Blows out we have to 
clean up 

51 remoteness for healthcare including dental, no major airport, CRS - road maintenance 
34 roads in winter (wildlife hazard), gas/oil development, excessive land clearing 

60 
roads not cleared in winter after snowfall especially school bus routes, have to travel to Dawson for children activities, too busy 
highway - hard to cross to get on or off especially off 

38 roads, internet service, road maintain winter 

39 
snow removal can be slow, address and subdivision markers poor or non existent, people cant find us without a map, 911 
numbers  

71 sometimes the roads need plowing more often, cost of fuel to travel to and from town 
63 taxes, weather, road maintenance on major routes 

4 The idea of the proposed landfill 3km south of Swan Lake, The pipeline bomber, Road maintenance and traffic 

35 
the increase in traffic on the roads, the pressure to crowd more people into the open areas, the pressure of the oil and gas 
activity and their lack of respect for the local owners 

13 the lack of authority given to Regional District towards concerns of our area, the weather 

43 
The long winters  - don’t suppose we can do much about that, not having an airport that we can get anywhere from, lack of well 
maintained hiking, biking, geocaching trails through our beautiful area 

72 The need to build fences to control trespassers 

47 
the pace of change is dramatically changing the area, too much land has been removed from the ALR, development has no 
clear plan 

46 too much traffic 
21 traffic at 120 km on 97S, gas wells and flaring 
20 traffic especially big trucks, Sour pipeline lines and sour gas wells close to homes. Poorly maintained highways 
40 traffic from drug dealers east arras, noise from seal coating on Heritage Hwy.  
59 weather, isolated - long drive to major center (GP and Edmonton 
26 weather, traffic 

7 wind farms ruining our landscape, wind farms ruining our hiking quality, crime rate and drug dealers 
45 winter is too long 
54 winter road driving conditions, lack of access to fire protection 
79 winter roads, oil and gas activity, lack of bylaw enforcement 
55 winter temperatures, residential roads in DC 

 
N = 74 
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Question #4 Additional Comments About the Environment 
 

52 Air quality was good, then most of the water and soil would be OK 
20 Charity begins at home 
62 Environment is fine 

53 

Farm classification - if oil company uses your farm, the province needs to be encouraged to let the farmer use lease fees as 
part of farm income. The recent farm classification review committee did not recommend this in their report to the province 
according to the webpage on this 

80 Fight against Sit C dam - do not allow it  
63 Get rid of gas well flaring 

15 
If deer are the number one killer in our country why don’t we fill the food banks with them. Other countries have culls, why not 
here, it would help our people, our farmers and lower our ICBC rates  

19 If we have problems with industry pollution it would affect air and water quality 

34 
I’m concerned about zoning - land being rezoned industrial in farm and residential areas as well as oil and gas development 
near homes, farms and subdivisions 

41 
Industrial activity threatens to overwhelm the fringe area natural environment our greatest asset. It can be easily lost. Industry 
must be forcefully controlled 

6 
Lets put more pressure on manufacture and design to give us more efficient products for less cost ex. Packaging is out of 
control. It takes forever to open new products for all the packaging today 

58 must have pollution if rainwater turns red in two weeks 
7 No proper air quality monitoring, we have the worst air pollution in BC 

46 no subdivisions on prime farmland 

23 
Oil and gas development / industry claim to have many Enviro regs to follow but tend to pollute first (noise/dust/emissions) then 
ask forgiveness later whoops not good enough…OGC dropping the ball or maybe playing ball with industry 

35 One of the reasons for being here is the open space. More development will destroy that 

79 
One of the main reasons many of us choose to live in this areas is that we care a lot and enjoy being in nature. I think industrial 
development is threatening one of the best things about living here 

55 our generation is abusing what we have, everyone should be required to recycle, easy to do 
47 Roads in the area were not built for the vehicles now using them 

44 

Small community parks are important for community cohesiveness as well as protecting green space. These are often 
overlooked in the development of subdivisions. Small green spaces add value to the community over and above the forgone 
revenue. I hope a community plan will push for more parks, because developers do not 

32 stop destroying our forests, find other ways. They are out of here  
73 Stop gas well flaring 
13 Too many decisions are corporate based not environmentally based 
77 We are in favor of expanding wind power for additional energy needs as opposed to damming the Peace River 
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4 
We are very concerned about the Oil Patch land fill proposal at Tupper. It will eventually leak into the most productive wildlife 
area (Swan Lake South) in the South Peace if not Northern BC 

10 
We are worried about air quality with increasing flaring. We are worried about our lake(Swan) and water quality as increasing 
gas/oil exploration creeps closer to valuable water sources.  

9 We don't want any more oil, gas, or toxic waste sites in our area 
12 We have no baseline data around air and water quality to be able to judge environmental impact of oil and gas industry 

29 
We moved here because of the clean natural environment 35 years ago and have been deeply saddened by environmental 
degradation and the industrialization of the landscape 

11 
Wildlife management is not the end of hunting. We must realize that deer become a pest because of our desire to hunt them in 
season changes are needed (?) 

60 Would like to see less flaring 
 
N = 31  
 
Question # 7 - In Your Opinion, What Steps Can Local Residents Take to Make Your Community 

More Energy Efficient and Reduce Emissions? 
 

26 be educated and informed about current and future opportunities and to take action with current tools available 

34 
Become more informed about energy choices and efficient practices - more sue of solar energy. Find uses for salvage wood - 
beetle pine - small poplar to reduce burning of waste or unwanted wood 

20 Better insulation, shelter belts around homes 
63 Better insulation, shelter belts around homes 
14 Better sources of heating, newer cars or trucks and equipment 

2 Burn less fuel 
9 Car pool to town (Dawson Creek or Grand Prairie). Make trips to town only when necessary, ride horses to local areas 

19 Carpooling - most residents travel to work in Dawson Creek as rural residents we have to drive, no public transportation 

32 
Do not let DC become too big. Build better bike paths. In the winter, clean the roads. Downtown is a mess, worse place I have 
lived for snow removal 

41 Drive more efficient vehicles and drive less, use renewable energy where possible, add insulation to all buildings 
7 Educate 

29 
Encourage a large reduction in miles driven ie. A campaign to make residents aware of the dangers and long term costs of 
fossil fuel use 

33 Encourage hydro use rather than penalize ie. Electric heat was encouraged and now sur-charged 

59 
Feed lot biofuel capture, be informed of available incentives for green choices, creation of recycle for farm used plastic - ie: 
bale wrap 

72 Fuel efficient furnaces, stop running parked vehicles 
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66 Geo-thermal heat 
75 I think the higher energy consumers (industry / commercial) can make more impact than small local consumers 
69 I would like to see a bylaw on not allowing the idling of vehicles 

11 

In our area- especially rural  - when you tax the gas higher people burn wood  - even wore  or they fill up in AB 10 to 12 cents 
a liter less. This of course will increase emissions and hurt local business. The biggest step they could do is lobby the 
provincial government 

13 It’s a combination of energy conservation and promoting industry together you cant have one without the other  
54 learn how to access government incentives for things like solar energy. Energy smart our homes 
24 Local residents can update their homes reduce and reuse at home but energy efficient products 

53 

Make Encana stop flaring , We need to encourage farmers with equipment to do contract work for other farmers who don't 
have equipment, the PRRD could set-up a free resource page on the web for the free advertising of this and other farm 
services such as hay sales and hay delivery 

52 Not much 
65 Plan on a shorter lifespan? To be alive, we will contribute to the use of energy and emissions 
22 Pressure the oil and gas industry to stop flaring 
27 Proper home insulation and windows and energy efficient furnaces and hot water heaters 

77 

Provide incentives and educate the use of low energy yard and household lights, practice water conservation, Many people 
move from the city (where they have a perceived unlimited supply of water) to the country where they maintain careless use of 
water despite having to pay for delivery to cisterns. Encourage recycling and better planning of vehicle use re: minimize trips 
away from home.  

12 Provide incentives to install wind towers or solar panels or geothermal initiatives 
3 Recycling of all building materials, waste products 

10 
Reduce car/truck travel, turn down the heat, make home improvements, support initiatives in the community area with taxes, 
donations etc. that promote energy efficiency 

70 reduce, reuse, recycle 
47 Replace outdated heating equipment 
39 Solar heat / geothermal (if affordable) installations, drive to town less 

80 
Stop vehicle idling, invest in household solar power and wind power, more organic producers = no toxic additives to soil and to 
food supply chain 

23 

The steps residents can take pale in comparison to industry. Residents of the SP have been leaders in reducing waste / 
recycling developing solid waste plans (city green with many awards). Industry must also find ways to reduce solid wastes not 
just dump them into our soils / watersheds / backyards 

46 
to me energy conservation is reaching the point where more money is being spent on ways to conserve than what the energy 
is worth. The windmills are cool, they contribute to the energy pool with almost no adverse effects.  

51 Tomslake and area is finally getting Natural Gas 
49 upgrade to energy efficient appliances, carpool 
71 Use more electricity for heating, hydrogen fueled cars 
16 Use powersmart appliances, no idling of vehicles, drive posted speed limit  
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42 
When replacing equipment, vehicles, appliances to chose energy efficient as much as they are financially able. Budgeting to 
replace items that are major culprits 

 
N = 42  
 

Question # 8 – Additional Comments On Water Management 
 

41 
A strategy must be developed that protects, enlarges and restores riparian areas, no matter how small the tributary. This 
strategy must benefit farmers 

34 Abuse - overuse of water resources by industry (oil and gas) is a concern 
20 All watersheds are equally important not just the one Dawson Creek uses for water  

53 
Anyone who hauls water (most of us) already know how to conserve water. Make oil companies stop using our water. Use 
some other process that does not use water. Do not impose any regulations on the farmer for dugout or registration of dugout.  

47 Development should not impact our water sheds 
15 green lawns and clean cars are way overrated. What a waste of water  

18 
I find it ironical that individuals are being asked to conserve water while local industries (LP and gas drilling) are using water like 
there is no end to it 

76 
I haul my own water and I see big trucks that haul water to the rigs using the water stations sometimes there are 6 or 7 of them 
but not one of them says drinking water on the truck so what are they using the water for? 

69 
I think the gas and oil industry is a bigger user of local water resources and we need to focus on that area more than residential 
measures 

64 If I have a water source on my property, it is mine 

19 
In most of our rural areas industry (oil and gas) is by far the largest user/abuser of our water. If I have a well/dugout on my 
property, it should be my water  

59 
Industry water management should be the focus, as Industry waste of water far exceeds personal waste, many of us haul 
and/or pay for our water - we conserve 

46 It seems silly to promote water savings in households when millions of gallons of water are used fracing wells in the area 
61 No drilling of water wells for oil companies 

4 Oil patch landfill sites must be situated where they will do the least harm to ground and surface water sources 

77 

Please see comments regarding water under "energy initiatives" on previous page. In addition, we believe that every 4 acre and 
landowner should be encouraged if not mandated to have a dam for outside watering purposes so that water hauled for inside 
domestic use is not watering lawns, gardens, trees, washing vehicles etc.  

35 
Protection of riparian areas from abuse especially from the ATV's and pollution run-off. No industrial development close to river 
and creeks especially DC creeks 

27 Stay out of swampy pasture sources and develop new river sources ie Peace river, Pine River 
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28 
Stop oil and gas industry from purchasing treated water from bulk tank load outs (used in injection process) and utilize 
untreated water.  

12 
Stop practice of rural landowners selling runoff water dugouts to gas industry for fracing which takes clean water out of the 
water cycle 

80 Stop site C dam. Existing and new homes / businesses incorporate use of grey water (eg. Flush toilets and water yards) 
25 Stop the use of potable water for industrial use, they should use gray water or source water not treated  
66 Strive toward piping clean water from the Murray River as some future date 

56 
the highways and oil patches use our watershed supplies and should not have the freedom to just take what they want, when 
they want. They use up our creeks that we use for cattle etc.  

23 

The licensing of privately funded dugouts for water sources is a sore point for for those who have paid (ag producers mostly). 
Must be very careful before city goes there. Present legislation only allows licensing for 12 months use net whole capacity of 
dugout. also why would Ag producer pay a fee for their own development on their own properties 

10 this is the most important resource. We are worried how fresh water is being used oil and gas industry 

11 
To register private water sources is viewed - and unjustifiably so- as a way to tax or take these sources from the landowner who 
paid for their development.  

79 
Water is a challenge for our area. Our main water supply is being continually threatened and I do not believe we are doing 
enough to protect it.  

9 
We didn't support Secure Energy and their proposal to build a toxic waste site that could seep into our natural watershed - 
especially when there is no guarantee that it will not seep 

29 
We live in a relatively dry area so ensuring the quality and quantity of our water is very important the use and degradation of 
water by industry (ie. Oil and gas) must be carefully monitored 

 
N = 30   

 
Question #9 – What is Your Primary Source of Water? Other Responses 

 
80 Collect rain off roofs in buried cistern 

6 Don't live in country yet 
13 Dugout 
51 Dugout 
52 Dugout 

1 Rain and snow 
41 Rain collection 
76 Rain water 
47 Raw water from the City 
18 Raw water line 
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75 spring fed water  
29 spring for drinking water 

 
N = 12 
 

Question #15A – The Social Future I Envision Includes… 
 

26 a safe and peaceful environment that promotes balanced living 

34 
A safe healthy place to raise children with opportunities to enjoy the natural area as well as recreational opportunities - rinks, 
parks, community halls 

29 
A stable population who want to live here and participate in local community. Not a large transient population who are here for 
the economic boom 

41 
A strong sense of place and regional identity that increases social networking around important aspects of life: food security, 
environment protection, clean air and water, health, etc.  

68 A very minimum amount of any kind of development 
79 A walking, pedal bike, horse riding trail from Pouce coupe to the multiplex area 

70 
Access to recreational facilities such as multiplex, arenas, and access to hospital and health unit. School buses for students in 
Fringe Area. College courses / technical courses and library 

36 adequate schooling opportunities, maintained parks and recreational areas 
6 Affordable recreation for children 

33 Affordable well rounded lifestyles from cradle to grave 
62 As it is today 
12 Better response to needs of community first before provincial needs for our energy resources 
20 Better roads and highways, restrictions in sensitive areas, more apprentice programs 

65 
Continued breakdown of society as we know it now. More same sex couples, more crime, and increasing power of police with 
declining individual rights.  

17 Continued upkeep on existing recreational facilities for residents and children 
71 Education 
75 Education and children safety 
42 Hard to answer because of the way society is changing 

60 
Have schools close by with good supervision and good recreational areas for them to play in safely as well as walking and 
biking areas eg. Bicycle, quads and skidoos 

69 I think there are lots of recreational opportunities in the area. Also think we have a strong arts presence in the area 
47 I would hope that we will still have a great place for families with the same or more opportunities then we have now 
16 I would like a safe recreation area 
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9 
I would like to be able to attend a play with my two year old child and feel like we are part of the community and not be snubbed 
by the younger crowd 

58 Improve air quality 
49 Keeping rural schools open to encourage young families to locate in rural areas 
48 Keeping rural schools open, promoting young families to stay in this area 
52 Limited access roads, more community involvement 
39 maintain access to wilderness areas for all users 

4 Maintain our rivers, creeks and lakes 

24 
Maintained rec areas with a focus on family recreation. Subdivisions with young families on land not suitable for agriculture - 
may help alleviate rural school attendance 

72 Maintaining and improving medical care and including full hospital facilities  
15 More opportunity to hold gatherings without the alcohol (ie 1st night New Years, dry Halloween Bash) 
19 Most of rural residents do not want life in the city. We like our quiet country 
22 New hospital 
27 Our area is well within access to city facilities. There is nothing I can think of to provide next door  

53 

Plowing service for driveways by roads contractor (like there used to be), Bus service for elderly to get to Dr. appointments, 
water salesman in Pouce Coupe for people who haul water (not just in DC), Take wildlife fencing out of other programs and 
make it stand alone and free 

2 Preserve health care and all aspects of system as it is or improved 
63 Preserve natural areas, plant trees, reduce lake and river sediment transfer and contamination 

44 
Public spaces, parks, playgrounds, green spaces. Private developers overlook parks. The RD must plan these areas. 
Communities are safer when neighbors know each other 

59 rural schools staying open, DC maintaining hospital as is or with upgrades, worry with FSJ new hospital we may loose services 
56 same as it is in our area 

25 
Support for functions and facilities in both DC and PC that allow for active quality of life opportunities, recreation, education, arts 
and entertainment 

11 
The current emphasis on family activities must continue and broaden to encourage the single person activities more. With more 
bike trails, walking trails, widening road shoulders in the rural areas immediately around the major centers 

3 This cannot happen without an influx of younger people into rural areas 

43 
To have active engaged citizens who are dedicated to our communities and our environment. Citizens share social 
responsibility, shared vision and contribute to the economic and environmental future of our area 

10 Traffic and secondary roads speeds and traffic volume need to remain low to increase safety 
40 We enjoy life and living in Arras as is  - no changes aside from getting rid of the druggies necessary 

23 

Would like my grand kids to be able to ride on their own access road safe from industrial traffic. I would like them and their 
parents to be able to sleep at night free from the worry of sour gas blow outs or the noise and dust that industry has saddled 
rural SP with… 
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N = 48 
 

Question #15B – The Economic Future I Envision Includes… 
 

11 

A greater emphasis on agricultural diversity and especially on the final steps to the consumer. We have a lot of potential for 
organic production in the South Peace and this will only grow. Also second stage and third stage manufacturing of local 
resources 

25 
A mix of industrial, agricultural and value added operations coordinated in a reasonable fashion that promotes industrial zones, 
light industrial and agricultural zones 

29 
Agricultural base with value added agricultural processing. A locally adopted economy where possible - not production only for 
distant markets. Stable economy more important than high incomes 

44 

Agricultural benefits by zoning the fringe areas to acreage and leaving larger parcels further from town intact. Because of the 
lack of acreages currently people have no choice but to alienate quarter sections by buying them for residential purposes not 
agriculture.  

10 Agricultural diversity so it provides for food needs, support for local business 
26 an economically stable environment that promotes local farmers and small business 

15 
An employment center that if you can work you get to. I mean unreal, opens at 9:00 at lunch shuts down  and 4:00 closes. How 
is this helping those who want to better their situation 

79 As is. Progress has not improved our quality of life in Dawson Creek in the last 10 years  
62 As it is today 
39 better flight connections in and out of town for work/travel 
32 Better use of existing buildings. Much more accountability of monies being spent. No borrowing to fix bad.  
71 Building site "C" dam 

65 
Carbon taxes, pre-occupation with global warming until it is exposed as fraud, but by that time the world economy will have no 
longer developed countries …they went bust paying carbon taxes to the developing countries 

72 Developing value added industries especially farm related (eg. Ethanol producers) 
52 development safely 
70 Diversity - so area not dependant on only agriculture or oil and gas resources 
75 Diversity and income 
16 Diversity is the way of the future 

23 
Employment always good but highest paid workers presently hired out of province, in down turns locals laid off. I want to see 
farmers / ranchers treated with the respect they enjoyed only a few short years ago (pre O and G) 

17 Employment for local people especially the younger  generation 
18 Encourage more land in food production rather than industry 

59 
Encouraging use of raw materials into local manufacturing goods, additional natural gas facility with new technologies / green 
as possible 
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35 enhanced agriculture and low emission oil and gas 
19 Environment. This way of life needs to be protected before it is destroyed even more.  

41 
highly diversified from renewable energy installation to market gardens and value added manufacturing on a small, medium 
scale moving strongly towards regional self sufficiency in food, energy and products 

42 I envision more industry which hopefully has high regulations regarding being environmentally conscious 

9 
I would like to be able to shop for groceries in this community within a 10-15km radius and not overpay for the groceries that I 
buy. Fresh food would also be a bonus 

34 
industries that make use of resources that remain underused or wasted. Make use of green technologies to reduce industrial 
pollution 

12 Investment in Green Energy development 
63 Keep wells away from major lakes, rivers, streams 
60 Low industry, keep to farming and small farms. Small low impact business 
48 more local jobs that pay properly 
38 more support for farming 

6 Solid steady growth with good leadership from city council 
51 Some worries about employment after oil and gas leaves - empty building - remember the 80's and FSJ 
20 stabilized economy with oil/gas forestry and agriculture 

2 Strive for job security and family support  
43 Strong telecommunications infrastructure 

69 
Support for our local and small businesses as well as farmers. Limit impact on land from resource based industries. Reclaim 
sites where necessary 

53 
Support resident (not guide) hunting as a priority, allow farmers to sell other things besides produce of the farm in order to 
survive, use power of group in RD to get cheaper insurance for farms, homes, and business 

24 Support rural students wanting to participate in rural and agriculture development 
13 That government and industry can make a sound decision that makes sense for residents first and industry second  

3 The economic future for the Fringe area can not be accomplished without water 
49 trying to preserve existing family farm operations and small home business 

77 

Value added agri-industry, incorporating more technology into farming practices. To province of Saskatchewan has made huge 
roads into this area ie ethanol plants etc. In this area, the Branding the Peace Association has been established for close to 10 
years. The purpose is to market local products on a larger scale. There is much room for development in this area, such as 
producing and selling Saskatoon wine.  

4 We need jobs, but balance the harm that this creates 
27 Wise spending by our city and regional district will leave funds for future projects  
56 within reason. Not done without public knowledge and argument 
47 without a larger water supply industrial development will not happen 

 
N = 48 
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Question #15C – The Environmental Future I Envision Includes... 

 

34 
a clean healthy community which supports clean air and water as well as local food production with good access to opportunity 
to reduce waste through recycling collection 

41 
a significant increase in regional awareness and understanding of the importance of all environmental factors resulting in a 
pervasive green culture that results in strong willing action and stewardship 

6 A solid water supply 
52 air monitors, water supply 

29 
All economic activity must be based on long term environmental sustainability. Develop a code of business and personal 
conduct which always includes environmental impact on all decisions 

26 an environment that that offers clean air, water  and land green space and natural areas to enjoy 
62 As it is today 
19 As residents we do not need more restrictions but those coming in to take from our way of life do.  
17 clean air and water, lower water consumption by conservation 

10 
Conservation and planning around fresh water. Helping people in business/industry/residential implement energy saving steps 
and slowing the sprawl of oil and gas to consider the land impact 

75 Conservation, water quality and food 
2 Continue with all efforts to reduce damage to environment 

63 Eliminate flaring, people first, plant trees 
70 Encourage recycling instead of garbage. May need another water source as well as Kiskatinaw.  

4 
Fear of water pollution, air quality. Please ensure that potential water polluters are put in the least potentially harmful areas (not 
just close to transport corridors).  

71 Food supply 
36 good controls on air and water quality 
58 Have to stop pollution 
48 having good air quality and water, less restriction on crown land usage for recreation 
64 Health care, sewage and water 
56 Hopefully better than it is now 

49 
I would envision a huge emphasis on solid waste reduction and recycling. High importance should be placed on conserving our 
natural resources and farmland 

25 
I would like to see a water management program that identifies and protects source water. Air quality and health are not an 
issue in my opinion. They are fine.  

59 Increased food production available as locally grown / sold 

24 
Industry responsible for quality of emissions, decrease in loss of viable agricultural land to industry health support workers to 
aid elderly who want to stay out of system.   
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39 maintain our clean air quality 
12 Managed development by oil and gas with shift to more green energy 

32 
Management of money and resources. If we can spend 5 billion on Olympics we can afford to pay healthcare workers fair 
wages 

27 More emphasis on healthy care within the community. Support of hospital and attention to needs of seniors 
72 More locally grown food available 
18 More protection for water quality, conservation of existing wetlands 
20 No flaring, Ensure area has agriculture as a priority 

77 
Private wind towers where viable. Use of solar collection. Water pollution and conservation practices (mandatory use of low flow 
fixtures).  

79 Protection of our natural resources (water and air) 

53 
put a bank in Pouce Coupe, or Credit Union, put a Dr. in Pouce Coupe, PRRD to arrange for scrap car removal 2+ per year by 
having a crusher come to the farm or else pick up derelict vehicles, encourage abattoir for horses in the area 

23 

Quality and quantity of water, again the recognition of the sheer  amounts of water being taken by industry. Like to see the 
existing regs for industry enforced and make companies responsible for timely mitigation of their impacts to soil / air / quality of 
life 

35 
reduced impact on rivers and creeks, riparian areas from motorized vehicles, protection of private lands from ATC, protect 
Dawson Creek and Pouce River 

11 
Reforestation is really needed in the area and the surrounding jurisdictions. New businesses need to have the right incentives 
to set up here  

42 
Since this is in the forefront now I envision, with continued good management, a very environmentally friendly region; one that 
is an example to other areas.  

22 Stop gas industry from flaring gas wells, water lines out to fringe areas 

65 

The earths irregular orbits plus the suns declining flares will lead to a cooling climate and the on-set of the next ice-age. The 
human activity on this planet has .01% effect on greenhouse warming. What a joke having all the uninformed, scientifically 
illiterate masses jumping through hoops, well perhaps it will make them feel better.  

57 The Kiskatinaw watershed is fully protected 
3 this must take place sooner than later  

16 Water quality and quantity are important conservation but listen to what the people have to say.  

44 
Water quality most limiting factor. Need to explore options - pipeline to the Peace? Climate change could cause the Kiskatinaw 
to have reduced flow (as well as increased industrial use) 

61 Water sources should come from the Peace River. Better recycling program. Sewage treatment 
38 we need to protect our water and improve our road maintenance 

9 
We would like to see our community stay the same or reduce pollutants from the flare stacks at the gas wells and we do not 
want a toxic waste site in our area - period  

60 We would like to see air quality as good and protect our water quality. Be able to grow our foods with not too much interference 
15 Wind mills great start, make recycling at fair more visible. I could only find one recycling can.  
47 without strong direction our environment is at risk 
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N = 51 

 
Question #16 – In What Area of the South Peace Fringe Do You Reside? Other Responses 

 
76 Airport area 
65 Bessborough 

2 Bessborough 
16 Bessborough 

1 City Fringe  
23 East Bessborough 

8 Farm 
46 Harper Sub.  
33 HWY97N 
35 North of Pouce 
37 North west of DC 
11 Not Dawson Creek 
79 South of Pouce 
53 South of Pouce  
49 Upper Cutbank 
72 West of Pouce Coupe 

 
N = 16 

 
 
 

Question #17 – Where is Your Location of Work? Other Responses 
 

8 Farming 
9 Ft. Saskatchewan  

75 Grande Prarie 
11 Home 
76 Hudson Hope 
77 Oil patch camp 
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48 our of BC 
64 Peace River 

1 Retired 
3 Retired 

21 Retired 
40 Retired 
58 Retired 
63 Retired 
29 Self employed farmer 
47 Taylor 
39 Yellowknife/Calgary 

7 Yukon and Western Canada 

 
N = 18 
 

Question #20 – Additional Comments 
 

41 
A strong public education and communications plan will be required for the fringe area, as well as a strong enforcement policy if 
your final plan is have any real effect. Keep up the good work and good luck 

12 
As you might summarize from my answers I am not supportive of the ways the oil and gas industry has been developed. 
Revenue seems to trump quality of life concerns and environmental issues 

13 Call me, I have too much to say 

66 

Certain types of commercial and industrial business do not fit well within the city limits. We operate a commercial business near 
a residential area. The City has a noise bylaw. Their hours are from 7am to 7pm. Some of our customers are oilfield and as 
such might need a service provided in the middle of the night. This would mean that we would have to start our big trucks and 
equipment which is against the city bylaws. Therefore, I believe that industrial and commercial business could coincide with the 
City if business were allowed to purchase property along the highways on the fringe areas of the City. To start with, it was all 
ALR land, so the space taken from the ALR is the same whether used for expansion of the City or industrial or commercial use 
is all to do with preparing room for further growth 

80 

Contrary to letter to the editor in recent paper , it is imperative that we preserve all potential farmland in ALR, even if not 
currently producing. All such land has potential to produce and we don't know what our future requirements may be (world 
population continues to expand). We may become more dependant on local food in future and should actually be striving in that 
direction already.  

17 Dawson Creek is a great area to live and a planning committee for the future is a good idea and very necessary 
47 Governments at all levels must show leadership in how our communities are developed and managed 
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46 
I am not sure how things work but was wondering if the city of DC considers what is going on in the Regional District when it 
approves building/zoning on its outskirts 

79 

I attended the previous meeting to discuss the Fringe Area Plan. I have completely changed my opinion on having more 
development on Briar Ridge and Bear Mountain. Dawson Creek needs trees on their ridges. Also I believe having denser rural 
development on areas where people can grow their gardens might be an important consideration for the future. Farmland is 
important but protecting it so large scale operations can grow mono-crops is not the solution. The land would do better with 
more intense and diversified cropping in families back yards. This is not important now but may become increasingly so in the 
future. We should include this in our planning models 

16 
I think its time we take another look at priority of snow plowing and the people who live along the dump route  need to help stop 
littering, especially on free dump days.  

60 I would like to see improvements mainly to our highways. They are dangerous with all the extra activities. Hard to come off.  
64 It seems to me to be very unsatisfactory to be putting in sewer without water  

27 

Many questions on this survey sounded like they were not actually "fringe area" specific. Quite hard to understand. In short, I 
would like to leave you with the opinion that as a "fringe area" resident we like not having industry in our back yard and enjoy 
peace and quiet. Hope that stays the same 

32 More accountability, said a million times 

74 

More could be made of recreation facilities such as Dawson Creek Ski Hill. Alternative activities (complimentary) such as snow 
shoeing would utilize old x country trail system and attract more users and families to enjoy winter activities. Rental of facility 
could also be better managed as area does not have many halls for functions  

6 My concern with environmental issues is the cost factor, which always gets passed on to the consumer 

40 
Our taxes are going towards the RCMP - where are they? Our taxes are going to the Encana Center - we have never been 
there. Is this a plan to get more control of the rural area? 

10 Please share the survey results with us on the internet or by mail 

23 

Planners often miss the fact that many of our rural roads that lead to residences are dead-ends. Traffic that comes in must 
come out the same way effectively doubling dangers / nuisances but also providing the privacy that most of these residents 
want and have paid for. wherever / whenever possible industrial development should avoid dead-end roads and stick to those 
areas where they do not block residents from conducting their business by cutting off access.  

18 

Regarding the condition of road 208 - this road is paved from the dangerous goods route to road 231 - from there on in it is the 
most horrible road imaginable. From rd. 231 to the river there is a school and a fire hall and many more residences than there is 
where the pavement was laid. Whose idea was this? We were promised pavement 20 years ago - we still waiting 

33 
Survey should be online, High priority needs to be given to the enhancement and preservation of Swan Lake. The lake is in 
crisis and is the only recreation lake in the fringe area 

65 

The pre-occupation of our social engineers urging us to think and talk, behave and talk in only their political correct ways is one 
of our best sources of entertainment. So, being politically correct we do not laugh out loud to them as great as the temptation to 
do so may be.  

4 Water quality 
62 We are already overtaxed for non-existing services. Just leave us alone 
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53 

we need a way to turn manure into cash, we need less rules, not more. We live rural because there are less rules, dugouts are 
private water systems and no one else’s business, if pipelines are built next to your property it restricts what can be done on 
your property so keep them well away from abutting properties so there are no restrictions, make internet access via broadband 
a reality, get passenger train running between Dawson - Pouce - Points between Grande Prairie  - Edmonton 

58 
Would like to make sure all 911 numbers are correct. It took 45 minutes to reach my house when it should have taken 8 
minutes. Plus lots of frustration 

 
N = 26 
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LISTEN - LEARN - SHARE 

South Peace Fringe Area Official Community Plan 
 

A  Community Resident Survey 
 

 Name:             Phone:        
  
 Address:                

  Conducted by:     In partnership with:  

 

Contest Draw 

We would like to reward you for participating in this community survey with an opportunity to 
enter a draw for one of the following prizes: 

 

1. The Peace: A History in Photographs 

2. Composter delivered to your door 

3. Swim punch card to the Kenn Borek Aquatic Center 

_______________________________________________

The Official Community Plan Community Advisory Committee Members 

                          Kerry Clark                             Frank Breault                           Rod Kronlachner 

                          Linda Fontaine                       Ruth Veiner                               Ian Marchuk 

                         Judy Madden                          Neal Norman                            Dominique Richer                  

                         Iva Tuttle                                 Barbara Swail                          Christine Aylward                     

                        Elaine Peterson                     

 Would like to thank you in advance for your participation in this survey and encourage  
residents to contact committee members  if you have any questions about the OCP 

process 

Please return surveys to the Regional District, Box 810, 1981 Alaska Avenue, Dawson Creek, BC V1G 4H8 
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A South Peace Fringe Area Resident Survey 
 

Thank you for participating in this survey. Your responses will assist us to better understand your feelings on the    
future of South Peace Fringe Area and the Official Community Plan. This survey will take about 10-15 minutes of 
your time and your responses will remain anonymous.  Your answers and insights in all areas are valuable.  
 

Please mail the completed survey  in the envelope provided, or hand deliver it to the Peace River Regional District 
Office or fax it to (250) 784-3201 by  December 8th, 2009, Thank you. 
 
 

 

Q1.  Please indicate your opinion on QUALITY OF LIFE using the following: Excellent, Good, Satisfactory, Needing 
Improvement or No Comment.  (Please circle the number beside each statement below) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q2.  List up to three things you like most about living within the South Peace Fringe Area. 

1.__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Q3.  List up to three things you like least about living within the South Peace Fringe Area. 

1. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  South Peace Fringe Area as a Excellent Good Satisfactory Needing  No  

A Live 1 2 3 4 5 
B Work 1 2 3 4 5 
C Play 1 2 3 4 5 
D Raise a family 1 2 3 4 5 
E Retire 1 2 3 4 5 

Q4.  In your opinion, which of these ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES are priorities? 

(Please circle the number beside each statement below) 

 Environmental Initiative: High  
Priority 

Medium 
Priority Low Priority Not A Priority Don’t  Know 

A Farmland protection 1 2 3 4 5 

B Natural area/green space  
protection 1 2 3 4 5 

C Wildlife management 1 2 3 4 5 
D Energy consumption 1 2 3 4 5 

E Water quality/quantity 1 2 3 4 5 
F Air quality/emissions 1 2 3 4 5 
G Industry pollution 1 2 3 4 5 

Q4b. Which THREE of the items listed above do you think should receive the most attention over the next five  years?               
(Write in the letters below using the letters from the list in Question 4) 

 

Additional comments about the environment:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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 Energy initiatives High  
Priority 

Medium 
Priority Low Priority Not A 

Priority 
Don’t 
Know 

A Implementing ways to conserve energy in regional  
facilities 1 2 3 4 5 

B Assist residents in reducing emissions and fossil fuel 
consumption 1 2 3 4 5 

C Promoting energy efficient design and building 
practices 1 2 3 4 5 

D Reduce and reuse solid waste 1 2 3 4 5 

E Recovering industrial waste heat energy  1 2 3 4 5 

F Developing strategies to reduce emissions 1 2 3 4 5 

Q6.  In your opinion, which of these ENERGY INITIATIVES are priorities?  
(Please circle the number beside each statement below) 

Q7. In your opinion, what steps can local residents take to make your community more energy efficient and reduce 
emissions? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Q5. In your opinion, which of these local ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT initiatives are priorities? (Circle the number below) 

 Local Economic  Development Initiative High  
Priority 

Medium 
Priority 

Low  
Priority 

Not A 
 Priority 

Don't 
Know 

A Preventing sprawl along highways. (ie. Hwy.2, 97, 52, 49) 1 2 3 4 5 
B Attracting new businesses 1 2 3 4 5 
C  Locating industrial / commercial activities in appropriate 

areas  1 2 3 4 5 

D Fostering economic development that minimizes impact 
on rural character of area 1 2 3 4 5 

E Encouraging sustainable /  clean (green) industry 1 2 3 4 5 
F Supporting home-based businesses that maintain rural 

qualities of area 1 2 3 4 5 

G Supporting agricultural producers to ensure future food 
security  1 2 3 4 5 

H Encouraging growth of value-added industry in sector 1 2 3 4 5 
I Retaining and support  locally owned businesses 1 2 3 4 5 
J Promoting agri tourism 1 2 3 4 5 

Q5b. Which THREE of the items listed above do you think should receive the most attention over the next five  years?               
(Write in the letters below using the letters from the list in Question 5) 

 

Q6b. Which THREE of the items listed above do you think should receive the most attention over the next five  years?               
(Write in the letters below using the letters from the list in Question 6) 
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Q8. In your opinion, which of these WATER MANAGEMENT INITIATIVES are priorities? (Please circle the number beside each 
statement below) 

 Water Management Initiative High  
Priority 

Medium 
Priority Low Priority Not A 

Priority 
Don’t 
Know 

A Support the protection of the Kiskatinaw watershed 1 2 3 4 5 

B Requiring all land-use decisions be assessed for 
watershed impacts 1 2 3 4 5 

C Participating in strategic long term water planning  1 2 3 4 5 

D Increasing public awareness of water conservation 
measures 1 2 3 4 5 

E Support the registration of private water sources 1 2 3 4 5 

F Ensuring new developments make use of water 
conservation technology 1 2 3 4 5 

G Reducing waste water in households and public 
buildings 1 2 3 4 5 

H Promote household water saving measures (ie. low flow 
fixtures, rainwater collection for gardens) 1 2 3 4 5 

Q8b. Which THREE of the items listed above do you think should receive the most attention over the next five  years?               
(Write in the letters below using the letters from the list in Question 8) 

1st:____ 2nd:____ 3rd:____ 

9. What is your primary source of water for domestic purposes?  

a)___ Surface water     b)____ Well water    c)___ Haul water    d)___ Other (please specify)______________________ 

Q10. In your opinion, which of these DESIGN GUIDELINE INITIATIVES are priorities?  
(Please circle the number beside each statement below) 

 Design Guidelines Initiative High  
Priority 

Medium 
Priority 

Low  
Priority 

Not A 
 Priority 

Don't 
Know 

A Protecting existing natural features (e. g. watercourses) 1 2 3 4 5 
B Minimizing impacts of developments on adjacent properties 1 2 3 4 5 
C Preserving landmarks to support regional identity 1 2 3 4 5 
D Encouraging inclusive and easy access to public areas 1 2 3 4 5 
E Promoting sustainability concepts into building design (ie. 

energy efficiency, non toxic products, good design) 1 2 3 4 5 

F Protecting environmentally-sensitive areas 1 2 3 4 5 
G Avoiding the altering of natural terrain to accommodate 

development 1 2 3 4 5 

H Preserving and enhancing historic resources and structures 1 2 3 4 5 
I Adopting old buildings for new uses to preserve regional 

history 1 2 3 4 5 

J Promoting/supporting safe highway connections (ie. 
crossings, turning lanes) 1 2 3 4 5 

Additional comments about water management:  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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 Growth and  Development 
High  

Priority 
Medium 
Priority 

Low 
Priority 

Not A 
Priority 

Don’t  
Know 

A Preserving Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) lands 1 2 3 4 5 
B Enhancing and directing growth to existing developed 

areas (ie. Tomslake, Arras, Briar Ridge, Bear Mt.) 
1 2 3 4 5 

C Diversifying agricultural activities within ALR (omit) 1 2 3 4 5 
D Implementing buffer zones to minimize land use 

conflict 
1 2 3 4 5 

E Reducing the environmental footprint of buildings by 
exceeding environmental rating standards (LEED) 1 2 3 4 5 

F Single family dwellings  1 2 3 4 5 
G Affordable housing 1 2 3 4 5 
H Seniors housing in rural areas 1 2 3 4 5 
I Special needs housing in rural areas 1 2 3 4 5 
J Range of housing types (duplex, townhouse, 

apartment) 1 2 3 4 5 

K Consideration for sewer and water services 1 2 3 4 5 

Q11. In your opinion, which of these GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES are priorities? (Please circle the number 

Q12. Which pattern of development do you prefer?  

a) ____Higher level of density within existing developed areas (infill)    

b) ____Dispersed development outside existing developed areas (sprawl) 

Q13. If new residential development in your area is going to occur, what parcel size would you prefer?                                     

Q14.  Please indicate your opinion using the following: Excellent, Good, Satisfactory, Needing Improvement or No Comment.  
(Please circle the number beside each statement below) 

 Parks, Recreation Facilities, and Outdoors    Excellent Good Satisfactory Needing  
Improvement 

No  
Comment 

A Recreation facilities (ie. community halls, ice rinks) 1 2 3 4 5 

B Maintenance and upgrading of existing facilities 1 2 3 4 5 

C Parks and playgrounds 1 2 3 4 5 

D Trails for walking, riding and ATV use 1 2 3 4 5 

E Public access to water bodies (ie. Swan Lake)  1 2 3 4 5 

 
Subdivision Lot Size  Highly 

Preferred 
Medium 
Preferred 

Low 
Preferred 

Least 
Preferred 

Not 
Needed 

A Residential  lot(s) - less than 4.5 acres 1 2 3 4 5 
B Rural Residential - 4.5 acres to 20 acres 1 2 3 4 5 
C Small Holding - 20 acres to 80 acres 1 2 3 4 5 
D Medium Holding - 80 acres to 155 acres 1 2 3 4 5 
E Large Holding - greater than 155 acres 1 2 3 4 5 
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Q15. Thinking ahead 10 years from now, what would you like to see take place to enhance and preserve the SOCIAL,  
ECONOMIC and ENVIRONMENTAL well being of the South Peace Fringe Area?  
(Please provide details in the space provided or attach additional sheets with your survey). 

The SOCIAL future I envision  
includes... (i.e. children, safety, 
recreation, health, education,...) 

  
  
  
  
  

The ECONOMIC future I envision  
includes...( i.e. employment,  
income, industry, diversity...) 

  
  
  
  
  

THE ENVIRONMENTAL future I  
envision includes... (i.e. health, 
air quality, water quality,  food 
supply, waste reduction,  
conservation..) 

  
  
  
  
  

Q16. In what area of the South Peace Fringe Area do you reside?  

a) ___ South Dawson        b) ___ West Kiskatinaw        c) ___ East of Pouce Coupe         d) ___ One Island Lake Road       h) ___ Tupper        

e) ___ Bear Mountain        f) ___ Briar Ridge       g) ___ Arras       i) ___ Tomslake       j) ___ Klukas Lake      k) ___ Other (specify)__________ 
 

Q17. Where is your location of work? 

a) Rural area less than 30km from Dawson or Pouce____              b) Rural area greater than 30km from Dawson or Pouce _____ 

c) City of Dawson Creek____     d) Village of Pouce Coupe____         e) Other municipality_____ (specify)_______________ 
 

Q18. How many years have you lived in the South Peace River Fringe area?  ___________ Years 
 

Q19. How many people in your household fall into each of the following age groups? 

  Less than 6 years____         13 to 18 Years____                     31 to 40 Years____                  51 to 60 Years____            Over 70 Years____                           

          6 to 12 Years____         19 to 30 Years____                     41 to 50 Years____                  61 to 70 Years____                                                     

If you have any additional comments or opinions about your community that were not covered in the survey, please write them in 
the space provided below. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey and sharing your perspectives on your community.  
Please return the survey in the envelope provided by December 8th, 2009. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the content of this survey, please contact Debbie Kunz at the Regional District 
office at (250)-784-3200. For more information regarding the Official Community Plan process to-date, please visit us online at    

www.prrd.bc.ca 
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Appendix C – Introduction Letter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
                     
 
 
 

 
South Peace Fringe Area Official Community Plan: Listen – Learn – Share 

 
A  Community Resident Survey 

 
Dear South Peace Fringe Area Resident,  
 
You have been selected to participate in the South Peace Fringe Official Community Plan: Listen-Learn-
Share: A Community Resident Survey conducted by the Peace River Regional District in partnership with Focus 
Corporation. Your participation is very important, as we are looking for input on important local issues regarding 
the future look and feel of the South Peace Fringe Area.   
  
The Peace River Regional District is in the process of creating an Official Community Plan (OCP) for the South 
Peace Fringe area. An OCP is the principle municipal planning tool that develops a vision for the future of the 
South Peace Fringe Area and establishes a detailed set of policies in a wide range of topics such as land use, 
growth management, and infilling. This has prompted the need for the creation of an OCP that reflects the vision of 
the region, and an OCP that will better position the South Peace Fringe Area to respond to future opportunities and 
challenges.  
 
The purpose of this survey is to continue a dialogue between residents and the Peace River Regional District, 
allowing for opinions to be voiced, priorities to be set, and collaboration to occur.  This survey will help gain further 
input from residents regarding OCP related issues as well as establishing priorities in future decision making. This 
will help Regional District staff determine long-term strategies for the region.   
 
This survey will take about 10-15 minutes of your time and your responses will remain anonymous and 
confidential.  
 
Please mail your completed survey in the envelope provided, or hand deliver it to the Peace River Regional District 
Office or fax it to (250) 784-3201) by December 6th, 2009. 
 
Your answers and insights in all areas are valuable to us and would be appreciated.  
 
Thank you in advance for your participation.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
______________                                 
 
Ruth Veiner  
Chair, OCP Citizens Advisory Committee 
Peace River Regional District 
 
For further information or inquiries regarding this page or the South Peace Fringe Area Official Community Plan: Listen-
Learn-Share: A Community Resident Survey please direct inquiries to Debbie Kunz at the Regional  District office (250-784-
3200),or  Richard Giele from Focus Corporation (250-888-7616)    
  
For more information on the South Peace Fringe OCP review process please visit www.prrd.bc.ca and follow the links to the 
Development Services and Planning, Official Community Plans Under Development, South Peace Fringe OCP.  
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