
 
 

SOUTH PEACE FRINGE AREA OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN  
Minutes - Advisory Committee Meeting - January 19, 2010 
 
Date:  January 19, 2010  
Time:   5:30 pm 
Place:   Peace River Regional District office 
 
Committee: Linda Fontaine  Iva Tuttle  
  Judy Madden   Kerry Clark 
  Barbara Swail   Elaine Peterson 
  Ruth Veiner    
Director: Wayne Hiebert, Director of Electoral Area ‘D’ 
Staff:  Debbie Kunz, Assistant Manager of Development Services 
  Bruce Simard, Manager of Development Services 
  Jodi MacLean, Project Planner 
Focus:  Felice Mazzoni, Planning Service Manager 
  Richad Geile, Focus 
MOTI  Yvonne Pearson, Approving Officer, Min. Transportation and Infrastructure 
     
1. CALL TO ORDER - meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.  
 
2. PART I  - Information Sharing Session 

It was reminded that the purpose of these Information sharing sessions is to better 
understand existing provincial legislation within the context of preparing an Official 
Community Plan.  

 Presentation by Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
 Yvonne Pearson gave an overview of the Approving Officer role, involving:  

- Rural Subdivision types;  Application Process, Fee Structure and Time lines.  
- A person may divide property into one or more parcels and register them in with 

the Land Title & Survey Authority.  The Approving Officer approves the 
‘subdivision plan’ and before the plan can be registered, the following Acts are 
involved in this approval process:   

o  Land Title Act, 
o  Strata Property Act,  
o Real Estate Development Marketing Act and 
o  Local Government Act   

- Discussion pursued regarding rural subdivisions, agency referrals, development of 
ALR lands and other issues related to public and industrial land use.  

- Discussion pursued around the topic of road standards and road right-of-ways.  
- Forest Service Roads, Oil and Gas Development Roads are not within the Ministry’s 
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jurisdiction.  
- Access to lands beyond is a responsibility of MOTI’s.  
* In summary, land use development links together the roles and responsibilities 
 of the various levels of government, including First Nations.   
* Once a copy of the Draft SPFA-OCP is prepared a technical committee will be 

established and a review of the plan will be sought from government agencies 
and First Nations.  

 
Supper Break - Meeting called back to order at 7:00 pm  

 
3. PART 2 - Community Survey Results and Policy Suggestion Discussions 

Richard gave an overview of the Survey Results and discussions centred on the 
following 7 topics:  
 Quality of life   Environment   Energy 
 Economic Development Water management  Design Guidelines 
 Growth Development  Parks, Recreation and Outdoors 
A brief description of the Methodology used in the Survey was given inclusive of: 
Survey instrument - used to reach out to a large geographic area.  

 Mail out - 450 surveys were mailed to randomly selected households, with a cover 
letter and pre-paid self return envelopes.  
Data analysis - to assist in 1) providing future direction for SPFA 2) plan for meeting 
the present and future economical, environmental and social needs of local residents. 
Research limitations - 1st limitation due to large geographic area surveyed, there may 
be an over or under-representation from specific areas, as there is no way to control 
who in the household completed survey, resulting in systemic bias.  
2nd limitation resulted in an inaccurate response rate of approx. 18% due to there 
being no way of distinguishing difference between mailed out surveys or ones picked 
up.  Survey Questions No. 2 and 11, had formatting and typo errors, causing an 
inaccurate result.  
 
 In summary this survey is not based on scientifically accuracy, but rather the 

percentages recorded in the Summary Report are based on the 80 Survey 
responses.  

 Respondent Information - an important goal of the OCP process was to hear from a 
broad segment of the SPFA population and based on results of respondences to 
Question No. 16 this was achieved; as respondents were from Tomslake, South 
Dawson, Tupper, Bear Mt. Briar Ridge, West Kiskatinaw (Arras, Uppercut Bank) and 
east of Pouce Coupe.  

 
Discussion on Policy Suggestions  
In regards to the suggested Policy Direction, the Advisory Committee members 
provided additional input to the following 7 topic areas.  This input and background 
information will further assist and shape the development of the SPFA-OCP.  
- An overall priority may be to focus on the power of ‘partnering’ and ‘collaborating’ 
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with agencies and stakeholders to work towards solutions to address common goals 
and objectives to achieve a future sustainable community.   

- Further investigation to these options will be pursued.  
- An OCP is a valuable tool for all users.   
- An ‘advocacy role’ may also be a policy approach, to check that various levels of 

government are meeting their mandates and regulation responsibilities.  
 

Environmental Priorities - policy suggestion discussion 
- possibly x-reference other agency or stakeholder protocols in the OCP.  
- Recognizing other ‘tools’ to achieve common goals, may include cross referencing a 

provincial/federal programs in the OCP such as: BC Environmental Farm Plan - this 
programs’ broad goal focuses on Water quality, quantity and climate change 
challenges.  

- Farm land protection importance.  
- City of Dawson Creek is researching alternative water use sources, in order to save 

on ‘potable water’ usage.  
- There appears to be a need to take a closer review at the use of water by 

industry; recycle or rehabilitate.   
 
 Economic Development Priorities - policy suggestion discussion 

- results from the survey respondent validates common Advisory Committee 
priorities; ie. people value the environment, but also recognizing the economic 
values of this area. 

- it is good to see the priorities in this section, which include ‘supporting agriculture’ 
and ‘encouraging sustainable /clean green industry’.  

- ‘agriculture’ has been and remains to be a stable foundation of the Peace area. 
- important to focus on ‘the purpose of the policy directions’ and a need for 

flexibility in the Plan. 
- An ‘education component’ is important to assist with communicating clear policy 

direction.  
- It is important to have a ALC Commissioner from the Peace River area.  
- ALC has recently put in place ‘enforcement’ personal on staff. 
- ‘Pilot Projects’ may be an optional avenue to pursue.  
- The Peace Region is a very distinct region of the province.  
- The geographical location, ecological and demographical characteristics of the 

Peace region set this area apart from the rest of the province.  
- Investigate with the Agricultural Land Commission possible policy direction, which 

may involve ALR exclusions or delegation agreements.  
 
 Energy Initiatives - policy suggestion discussion 

- NEAT “Northern Environmental Action Team’ do a great job in the peace region 
promoting ‘Recylce, Reduce, Reuse’.  

- Acknowledge ‘Industry’ is here in the Peace, despite being a large carbon foot print 
contributor.  
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- It is important to keep a ‘level playing field’ for all land users across the board.  
- What are alternatives for ‘industrial waste’ - if we can’t prevent, then how do we 

limit the impacts? 
- Farmers are and have been ‘energy conscious’ for some time, such as; 
 *  using solar energy alternatives (fencing equipment)  
 * converting to Zero-till management practices (reducing number of times 
    field/soil is worked)  
 * water conservation with farmers has been a necessity, not an option for  
    years. 
- What ‘initiatives’ can be pursued and implemented that will contribute to a 

difference in the region (best alternatives to managing waste in the region) 
- Reducing ‘flaring’ by 2016 may be too late for this area as the resource will have 

been extracted.  
- What are target areas that need attention - what mechanisms could be initiated? 
- ‘Partnerships’ to be pursued to develop ‘results based solutions’. 
- ‘Incentives’’ to be developed and offered may be beneficial to the region.  

 
 Water Initiatives - policy suggestion discussion 

- “Kiskatinaw Watershed’ not recognized as a ‘Designated Watershed’ since it is too 
large of an area, thus it does not meet the provincial designation criteria.  

- The protection of the Kiskatinaw watershed was an easy ‘highest priority;  
- Establish ‘priorities’ for the use of water: Domestic Use vs. Industrial Use.  
- Development Permit Areas may need to be established, with the purpose and 

guidelines to be ‘specifically made for the Peace’ .  
- As in all areas ‘Water’ is the PRIORITY. 

 
 Design Guidelines - policy suggestion discussion 

- protect eco-sensitive areas is an high priority. 
- to investigate options to help protect the natural environment. 
- Road Safety, both on major highways and on all the secondary roads is a major 

concern and priority. 
- With increased industrial development, there are impacts to the road network 

systems. 
- Provincial upgrades to the road system need be balanced with the increase of 

usage.  
- ‘Temporary permitting’ by the province for industry is at a different standard then 

for other development ie. Residential.  
- Need for a ‘level playing field’.  
- Concern that provincial standards ‘fall down’ in favour of the industry.  
- Create ‘incentives’ for those who are making a change or difference. 
- Re-look at the definition of ‘public interest’.  
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 Growth Management - policy suggestion discussion 
- Preservation of ‘agriculture’ is a high priority. 
- Proactively investigate options or test cases with the ALC in regards to farming 

and non-farm initiatives.  
- Buffers between agriculture and other uses; these need to be built on the non-

farms side by the developer.  
- Need to consider the scope, scale and location of various land uses. 
- Housing and subdivision types need to be reviewed.  
- How will ‘Affordable housing’ be defined and addressed in the rural area. 
- Min. of Energy and Mines conducted a ‘housing study’ in the Peace area, which may 

give some beneficial insight to housing.  
 

 Parks, Recreation and Trails  - policy suggestion discussion 
- Need to identify areas of enhancement.  
- Minimal existing public and community facilities.  
- ‘Supporting plans’ such as Park Management Plan, Trail Network Plan, may need to 

be considered within the context of the OCP.  
 

4. Next Steps 
- investigation and research review to find common ground related to the key topics 

as referenced above.  
- Explore partnerships between public/private and various government levels.  
- drafting OCP context and mapping.  
- development of possible Development Permit areas.  
 
Advisory Committee members are encouraged to call or email any additional comments 
form the Community Survey, which might feed into policy development.  
 
Advisory Committee will be notified when the next Info. Sharing session will be held in 
regards to Water and Oil and Gas Activities.  

 
5. MEETING was terminated at 9:00 pm.  
  
 
 
 
__________________________  
Debbie Kunz, Recorder  
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