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actually...quite a bit, since you aske

Our efforts focus on obtaining data or
status and biology of wildlife
populations (inventory, relative
abundance, reproduction, sex ratios),
and harvest (hunting and nemunting
mortalities), and input from all users.
« We also use hunting regulations as a
means to control harvest.




AEstablish a Stakeholder Working Grou
AStructured Decision Making workshop
A iberalize hunting season significantly
AElk inventory

ANhite-tailed deer inventory

MReplicate block counts

Aublic wildlife counts

ASpring deer carpgver counts

Awildlife road surveys

MPREP and PAZWIP



This newsletter provides a short overview summary of results from our first
wildlife count conducted by velunteers in the Peace Region. This project not only
provides useful information for the management of our wildlife resources, it also
provides the public a great opportunity to contribute to wildlife inventory and
management activities in the Peace Region.

This project has three main objective:
1. Monitor population distributions (presence/absence)

2. Monitor trends in abundance and composition of populations over
long-term

3. Increase public invelvement in wildlife management

The Peace Region has an abundant and diverse wildlife population, spread out
over a large land mass. This creates a very challenging situation for Ministry
biologists to inventory animals in a cost-efficient and scientifically accurate
fashion. Accurate inventories for most species are typically very costly both in
time and money. This project is one way of providing information that can
complement the more rigorous game inventories biologists carry out.

Information from these types of public stewardship projects become more
valuable each additional year they are done. There are numerous variables that
can affect the counts in any one year, weather, observers, natural mortalities etc.;
therefore long-term data collection becomes very valuable in reducing the effects
of any one of these variables.

The project started out as a Christmas Deer Count, modelled after the popular
Christmas Bird Counts held throughout N. America. Because of the interest and
opportunity to observe other species of wildlife, the count was expanded to
include a number of other species common in the agricultural zone.

An overview of the methods and results is provided on the next page. We hope to
continue this program and based on the interest we've seen, we think it will grow.

If you would like to participate in the next ungulate count, please call the Ministry
of Environment office at 250-787-3411 and |leave your contact information. We will
let you know when there will be an organizational meeting next winter. We hope
to do this year’s count a little earlier, sometime before Christmas.

Public Wildlife Count
Peace Region
2009

A Public Stewardship Project

Nick Baccante
Ministry of Environment
Fish and Wildlife Section

Fort St. John. B.C.
V1J 6M7

Photo by Kevin Delawsky




Figure 3: Location of survey blocks in 2009.

Figure 2: Location of survey blocks in 2008.
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Location of survey blocks

ASevere winter in 2068007
coincided with the liberalization
of deer hunting.

Alock counts were put in place
to monitor the effects on deer
populations.

ASurveys done in 2005, 2007
and 2008.

ANumbers of mule deer have
increased slightly over the
survey period, but are still lower
than prior to 20062007 .

Mo significant changes in
moose and whitdailed deer.
Ak numbers were slightly lower
in 2008 than 2007, but still
higher than 2005.



White tailed deer inventory 2007
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White tailed deer inventory 2007
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Winter Severity Index for Mule Deer in the Peace, 1941 - 2007
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Wildlife Sightings and Mortalities on the Roads

Otto GPS unit and keypad

Live Moose Sightings (by 50 km segments) on the Alaska Highway (June-October 2008)
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The survey was conducted between February 2 and March 20, 2008. Also recorc
observations for deer, moose, other wildlife as well as data on wildlife exclusion
fencing.

Zone A 2480 (+£27 %) 32 elk/100 sg. km. (>50% within MLB4)
Zone B 661 (+£33 %) 37 elk/100 sqg. km.

Zone C 48 elk/100 km. of linear transect in MUZD
25 elk/100 km. of linear transect in MUZ4
33 elk/100 km. of linear transect in MU32
12 elk/100 km. of linear transect in MU3b

A higher proportion of bale stack yards were fenced with wildlife exclusion fencing
Zone C than any of the other zones. In all three zones the proportion of unfenced
yards with damage due to wildlife was far higher (Z%%) than for fenced stack
yards (0g 4.5%). Stack yard fencing is recommended as a means of mitigating da
by wildlife to stored hay crops.






