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actually...quite a bit, since you asked ! 

What has Ministry of Environment done so far to contribute to solutions ? 

Our efforts focus on obtaining data on 
status and biology of wildlife 
populations (inventory, relative 
abundance, reproduction, sex ratios), 
and harvest (hunting and non-hunting 
mortalities), and input from all users. 
We also use hunting regulations as a 
means to control harvest. 



ÅEstablish a Stakeholder Working Group 
ÅStructured Decision Making workshops 
ÅLiberalize hunting season significantly 
ÅElk inventory 
ÅWhite-tailed deer inventory 
ÅReplicate block counts 
ÅPublic wildlife counts 
ÅSpring deer carry-over counts 
ÅWildlife road surveys 
ÅPREP and PAZWIP 









ÅSevere winter in 2006-2007 
coincided with the liberalization 
of deer hunting. 
ÅBlock counts were put in place 
to monitor the effects on deer 
populations. 
ÅSurveys done in 2005, 2007 
and 2008. 
ÅNumbers of mule deer have 
increased slightly over the 
survey period, but are still lower 
than prior to 2006-2007. 
ÅNo significant changes in 
moose and white-tailed deer. 
ÅElk numbers were slightly lower 
in 2008 than 2007, but still 
higher than 2005. 

Peace Agricultural Zone Ungulate Winter Counts 

Location of survey blocks 



White tailed deer inventory - 2007 
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White tailed deer inventory - 2007 

Mean number of animals 
counted in blocks with zero 
hay bales (n = 12) and with > 
10 hay bales (n = 33) during 
the 2007 white-tailed deer 
inventory. 
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Winter Severity Index for Mule Deer in the Peace, 1941 - 2007 



Wildlife Sightings and Mortalities on the Roads 

Otto GPS unit and keypad 









The survey was conducted between February 2 and March 20, 2008. Also recorded 
observations for deer, moose, other wildlife as well as data on wildlife exclusion 
fencing.  
 
Zone A 2480 (+/- 27 %) 32 elk/100 sq. km. (>50% within MU 7-34) 
 
Zone B   661 (+/- 33 %) 37 elk/100 sq. km. 
 
Zone C 48 elk/100 km. of linear transect in MU 7-20 
 25 elk/100 km. of linear transect in MU 7-21 
 33 elk/100 km. of linear transect in MU 7-32 
 12 elk/100 km. of linear transect in MU 7-35 
 

A higher proportion of bale stack yards were fenced with wildlife exclusion fencing in 
Zone C than any of the other zones. In all three zones the proportion of unfenced stack 
yards with damage due to wildlife was far higher (25 ς 34%) than for fenced stack 
yards (0 ς 4.5%). Stack yard fencing is recommended as a means of mitigating damage 
by wildlife to stored hay crops. 




