Peace River Regional District

Box 810, 1981 Alaska Avenue,
Dawson Creek, B. C., Canada V1G 4H8
Telephone: 250/784-3200 Fax: 250/784-3201

REPORT
To: Chair and Directors
From: Fred Banham, CAO
Date: January 5, 2010
Subject: Peace River Corridor Park Boundary Amendment
PURPOSE/ISSUE:

Request for a letter of support from the South Peace Hutterian Brethern Colony to assist in their
request to BC Parks to amend the boundary of the Peace river Corridor Park to allow for a water
well.

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Board provide a letter of support to the South Peace Hutterian Brethern Colony for their
appeal to BC Parks to amend the Peace River Corridor Park to allow for a water well to supply
ground water to the South Peace Colony farm operation.

BACKGROUND:

From: Morrison, Ken ENV:EX [mailto:Ken.Morrison@gov.bc.ca]
Subject: Peace River Corridor Park: Proposed Boundary Modification

One of the requirements of the Provincial Protected Area Boundary Adjustment Policy, Process and Guidelines
(see web link below) is that applicants consult with the local community, including local government(s), to
assess the level of support for the proposed developments and resulting boundary modification. Further to
our discussion, it would be helpful in considering the request from the South Peace Hutterian Brethern Colony
to modify the boundary of Peace River Corridor Park, if you could obtain a letter from the Peace River Regional
District outlining its position on this request.

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/becparks/planning/bound adj policy.html

Ken Morrison

Manager, Planning and Land Administration
Parks and Protected Areas Division

Ministry of Environment

See attached report.

Department Head: CAO:
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South Peace Futtenian Buetbnen Chunch
Bax 69
Faunington, BC VOC INC

February 7, 2009

Friends and Community Members
RE: Proposed Boundary Amendment to Peace River Corridor Park

As you are aware South Peace Hutterian Brethern Colony has drilled a well
within the above noted Park Boundary. We have now received permission
to proceed with an application to the Provincial Government to amend the
Park Boundary in order that we may gain tenure to the water well and the
pipeline corridor. We are seeking input from community as part of our
consultation process prior to applying for the Park Boundary Amendment.

To place this request in perspective, please allow me to introduce you to
the South Peace Colony: We are a Christian community of 90 people
committed to the long term production of food. We conduct our food
growing activities on 25,000 acres within the Kiskatinaw Triangle between
Dawson Creek and Fort St. John. We grow barley, wheat, canola and
forages in support of a 1000 head cow herd, a 1,000 sheep flock, a 100
sow farrow-to-finish confined unit, a 60 head dairy operation (c/w
production quota), egg production (¢/w quota) plus poultry production of
chickens, geese, ducks and turkeys. An existing provincially inspected
poultry processing facility is to be complemented by a red meat (beef,
lamb and pork) processing facility which is now under construction.

We have excavated a 58 million gallon reservoir to be used in developing
an irrigation project complete with pivot irrigation circles.

In conclusion, our long term goals are to be a vital part of food production
for the BC Peace Region. Your support in achieving this goal would be
appreciated.

You may contact Colony leader Ben Tschetter @ 250-784-4123 or Field
Boss Dave Hofer @ 250-784-5448 or Agricultural Consultant Arthur
Hadland @ 250-789-3566 (contact person).

Ben Tschetter,
South Peace Hutterian Brethren Church
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Ben Tschetter
Box 69
Farmington BC VOC INO

Dear Mr. Tschetter

I'am writing to you regarding the South Peace Colony’s installation of a well and pipeline, and
the clearing of a right of way, inside Peace River Corridor Park. As Ministry of Environment
staff have previously advised you, these structures and improvements are in trespass and
contravene the Park Act.

Ministry staff previously requested that you apply for a park use permit to authorize these
structures and improvements in the park. I must advise that this was an error as there are no
authorities under the Park Act to issue a park use permit to authorize the existing well, pipeline
and right of way. I regret this error and your park use permit application fee of $1,060.00 will be
refunded to you in the near future.

[ do recognize the need for your community to have access to a safe and reliable water supply. 1
have discussed this matter with my colleague Blair Lekstrom, MLA, Peace River South, who has
advised me of your community’s needs and past efforts to secure a safe and reliable water
supply. Iwish to assure you that I will not be requesting that the well, pipeline and associated
improvements be removed from the park until the Legislature can address the question of
whether the boundaries of Peace River Corridor Park should be amended.

Due to health and safety concerns, 1 believe the best option would be for you to pursue an
application for a boundary amendment for Peace River Corridor to remove the lands required for
the improvements from the park. This may take some time, and would ultimately require
approval by the Legislature. In the meantime, I request that no additional improvements be
undertaken in the park and that you contact Alan Hobler, Parks and Protected Areas Section
Head, at (250) 787-3269 in Fort St. John, to discuss such issues as access for purposes of
servicing of the well, and the process for applying for a boundary amendment.

Sincerel /
()
// ’/ 7 o

Stk i

Barry Penner
Minister
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HISTORY

1974 = SPC moved to Kiskatinaw Triangle

—water was a problem

— produce grain, chickens, eggs, turkey, geese, turkeys,
ducks

— existing Poultry Butchering Plant
—red meat butcher Plant under construction

1982 = Range License RAN 073334 issued

1982 = 2005 quality water was always a problem
1997 = Peace Corridor Park was LEGISLATED
Colony WAS NOT INFORMED
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HISTORY

e 2006 = DROUGHT

e —dug well in Peace Valley
—built water pipeline to fill 2 Colony reservoirs

—Parks advised Colony that well & pipeline
was in trespass in Peace River Corridor Park

e 2007 = January 1, 2007 RAN 073334
(range use permit) was renewed. There

was NO reference to the Peace River
Corridor Park

« - Continued dialogue with Parks


AD0005
R-4

AD0005
Jan 14


HISTORY

e 2008 = DROUGHT - built a 58 million
gallon water reservoir for irrigation

—Red Meat Processing Plant under
construction
e Oct 8, 2008 = Permission received from
Parks Minister to pursue a Park
Boundary amendment for water well

 Feb 7, 2009 = Community meeting to
continue to gain support for Park
Boundary Amendment
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