
Ministry of Energy, Mines Ministry of Energy, Mines 
and Petroleum and Petroleum ResourcesResources

OIL & GAS ACTIVITIES ACT
(OGAA) – An Introduction

Mike Lambert
Executive Director

Oil and Gas Division
August 2009

OIL & GAS ACTIVITIES ACT
(OGAA) – An Introduction

Mike Lambert
Executive Director

Oil and Gas Division
August 2009

AD0005
Nov 26

AD0005
Typewriter
re: BA-1



Presentation Overview
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Background
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ü OGAA an outcome of Oil & Gas Regulatory 
Improvement Initiative (OGRII) – 5 year 
consultation

ü OGAA addresses key strategic issues raised in OGRII
ü OGRII consultations informed the BC Energy Plan
ü Cabinet decision late 2007 to proceed to new 

legislation
ü OGAA passed May 2008
ü Legislation not “in force” until regulations are 

developed
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OGAA – Key Strategic Outcomes
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ü OGC is an “agent of government” reporting to a 3 
person Board chaired by MEMPR DM

ü “Specified Enactment” model continued – OGC 
makes statutory decisions but has limited policy 
role
• Ministries with specified enactments retain policy role (i.e., Land 

Act = MAL)

• Consolidation of oil & gas exploration & 
development legislation (from 3 Acts to 1)

• Potential for more efficient permitting through 
single permit option
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OGAA – Key Strategic Outcomes
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ü Improved ability for OGC to respond to 
stakeholder concerns, legislated consultation & 
notification regime

ü Board approved technical regulations – improved 
flexibility for the OGC to adaptively regulate by 
fine tuning some regulations as needed

ü A more modern environmental management 
regulatory framework

ü More C&E tools in the OGC’s tool box
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Regulations

6

ü Under development since February 2009
ü To date, most are nearing “drafting instruction”

readiness
ü Most are OGC Board approved
ü LGIC approves Environmental Management & 

Protection Regulation, Transition Regulations, 
others

ü OGC Deputy Commissioner Jeakins & MEMPR OGD 
ADM Goodman accountable senior officials leading 
regulation development
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Technical Regulations
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ü Include
• Drilling & Production
• Pipeline & Facilities
• Roads
• Geophysical
• Emergency Planning
• *Consultation & Notification
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Consultation & Notification 
Regulation
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ü New – “pre-permit” consultation a must for 
landowners impacted by O&G activity on their land

ü Raises the consultation bar . . . .
ü Although OGC-led, MEMPR (OGD & MACRD) 

working very closely with them
ü Presently consulting with LG, industry, 

stakeholders
ü Initial regulation will be  a starting point – some 

C&N processes will continue as “policy” guidance 
from OGC
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OGAA Proposed Consultation 
and Notification Scheme
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Concept for Discussion
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••
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Environmental Management 
& Protection Regulation

11

ü New - LGIC approved
ü Comprehensive – covers fish, wildlife, habitat, 

biodiversity, water, aquifers, groundwater re-charge 
zones, soils, soil stability, invasive plants, forest & 
range resources

ü Specified powers for MAL, MoE & MFR to designate 
areas & set regulatory “measures” for industry

ü Measures will likely be a mixture of “prescriptive” & 
“results-based” – actual language a product of inter-
agency working groups & MAG leg counsel

ü Key concept will be “known” – if it is “known” you must 
do . . . / or demonstrate . . . .

ü Consultation continues with industry on key concepts
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Compliance & Enforcement 
Highlights
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ü Improved C&E regime & better tools for OGC
• Expanded powers – to take action for

- Non-compliance or risk to environment, safety or resource 
conservation

- remediation orders

• Continuation of extraordinary powers
- To undertake compliance order
- Take control of a spill, well site or facility

• Linkage to powers OGC has in relation to a permit (New)
- Amend, suspend or cancel a permit
- Actions related to other permits held by same permit holder
- Issuance of new permits

• Administrative Penalties / Offences (New)
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Compliance & Enforcement 
Highlights
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ü New avenues open to industry disagreement with 
OGC contravention determinations under OGAA

• Section 62 – when a person is alleged to be in 
contravention they have an opportunity to be heard

• Section 70 – the right to a review by an OCG Review 
Official

• Section 72 – the right to appeal an Independent 
Appeal Tribunal
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Transition
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ü When all of the regulations are approved, OGAA 
will be in effect – target is April 30, 2010

ü Transition regulations will be part of the overall 
regulation package designed to address existing 
authorization “grandfathering” & to provide 
industry & investment certainty through the 
evolution to a new regulatory environment

ü Training & information sessions will be held -
starting in the Fall of 2009
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Questions
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British ColumbiaBritish Columbia’’s First Complete(?) Dinosaur:s First Complete(?) Dinosaur:
Results, Updates & ObjectivesResults, Updates & Objectives
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Wapiti Formation 

Northeastern British Columbia

TUMBLER RIDGE
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BRITISH COLUMBIA’S 
2ND DINOSAUR EXCAVTION

2008
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QUESTIONS ABOUT 
B.C.’S 2ND DINOSAUR EXCAVATION

HOW MANY DINOSAURS ARE PRESERVED HERE?

IS THERE GOING TO BE ARTICULATED MATERIAL?

COULD THIS BE A TAXON NEW TO SCIENCE?
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2009 - 2nd Year of Excavation
& Glad To Be Back At It
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