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 PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

       Report on Exclusion from the 
         Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) 

 

 FILE NO.  146/2009   
g 
OWNER:  Loiselle Investments Ltd DATE: September 18, 2009
AREA: Electoral Area E 
LEGAL:  Blocks A & B of District Lots 381, 382, 383 and 384 
LOT SIZE:  DL 381: Blk A & B 37.74ha each (93.18 acres) DL 382: Blk A & B 193.24ha (477.14 acres)         DL 

383: Blk A & B 193.24ha (477.14 acres) DL 384: Blk A & B 193.24ha (477.14 acres) 
LOCATION:  Along Hwy 97S west of the District of Chetwynd, east of Mt. Lamoray 
aA 

PROPOSAL 
To exclude each of the above noted properties from the ALR to facilitate the creation of a “Coal Load-out Site” 

RECOMMENDATION: OPTION 1 
THAT the Regional Board support and authorize the application to proceed to the Agricultural Land Commission on 
the basis that the proposal is consistent with the use of the property just to the East of the subject properties. 
aA 

OPTIONS 
OPTION 1:  THAT the Regional Board support and authorize the application to proceed to the Agricultural Land 

Commission on the basis that the proposal is consistent with the use of the surrounding properties. 

OPTION 2:  THAT the Regional Board refuse authorization for the application, as submitted, to proceed to the 
Agricultural Land Commission. 

aA 

LAND USE POLICIES AND REGULATIONS 
OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN (OCP):  Agriculture – Rural Resource, Bylaw No. 1086, 1997 
ZONING:  A-2 (Large Agricultural Holdings Zone), Bylaw No. 506, 1986 
AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE (ALR): Within  
BUILDING INSPECTION AREA:  Outside 
COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN:  Outside 
aA 

SITE CONTEXT 
The subject property is located ~ 60 km west of the district of Chetwynd on Highway 97 and is adjacent to the Western 
Coal Load out Facility as indicated on the map located on the last page of this report. The subject properties are 
accessed from Highway 97S and the CN Rail line runs diagonally through the properties. This is a non-farming area of 
predominantly full section District Lots with some smaller parcels nearby. It should be noted that the parcels also run 
adjacent to the Pine River and in order to access any of the Blocks from the highway, one needs to cross the Pine. 
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LAND:  Although a site inspection has not been conducted, it appears through the use of aerial photographs 
that small por6tions of the subject properties near the rail line have been cleared in the past but the 
majority of the properties remain untouched. 

STRUCTURES:  There is currently an unused 100 man camp on a portion of DL 384 as indicated on the attached map 
entitled Schedule A Temporary Industrial Use Permit # 123/2008 on page 12 of this report, but there 
are no buildings on any of the other lots. 

ACCESS:  According to the application, access will be gained by way of an un-named forestry road to the 
southwest of DL 383 

CLI SOIL 
RATING: 

Predominantly Class 7TP - Soils in this class have no capacity for arable culture or permanent pasture, 
there is a small portion of Class 5PT. Class 5 soils have very severe limitations that restrict their 
capability in producing perennial forage crops, and improvement practices are feasible. Subclass T 
indicates soils having topographical constraints, while sub-class P indicates stoniness. There is also a 
small portion of Class 7T.  

FIRE:  Outside all rural fire protection areas. 
aA 

Previous Applications – Subject Property 
APPLICANT: Ministry of Forests and Lands 
LEGAL: Portions of District Lots 381, 382, 383 and 384 
PROPOSAL: To include the subject properties into the Agricultural Land Reserve 
DECISION: ALC granted inclusion (no resolution number on file) 

 

Previous Applications – Properties within 100 m  
No previous applications on any properties within 100m of subject properties. 

 

COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS 
APPLICANT: It is the intent of the landowner to remove these properties from ALR in order to facilitate the 

creation of a “Coal Load-out Site”. 

ALR: The subject property lies within the Agricultural Land Reserve; Therefore, this proposal 
requires the approval of the Agricultural Land Commission.  

OCP: Pursuant to the West Peace Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1086, 1997, the subject property 
is designated “Agriculture – Rural Resource” whereby “Coal Load-out Facility” is not listed as a 
permitted use therefore The proposal is not consistent with the OCP and will require an 
application to amend the OCP Designation. 

ZONING: The subject property is zoned A-2 (Large Agricultural Holdings) pursuant to Chetwynd Rural 
Area Zoning Bylaw No. 506, 1986 whereby “Coal Load-out Facility” is not listed as a permitted 
use, therefore The proposal does not meet the zoning bylaw requirements and application to 
re-zone the subject properties will be required. 

 
aA 

IMPACT ANALYSIS 
AGRICULTURE:  Currently the subject properties are not cultivated for agricultural purposes and based on the soil 

classifications it would be difficult to grow any type of forage or hay crop on these properties. 

CONTEXT:  There is some oil and gas development in the vicinity and there is currently a coal load-out facility 
adjacent to the subject properties. It should be noted that the Development Services Department has 
been in contact with Gerry Hamblin at the Environmental Assessment Office and through these talks 
we have learned that the “Load-Out Facility” itself is not required to undergo an Environmental 
Assessment procedure. 
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TRAFFIC AND 
POPULATION: 

This proposal will significantly increase traffic volumes as the coal will be hauled to the site in trucks 
prior to being loaded on rail cars. The proposal will not significantly increase the population in the area 
as there is not intention of developing any residences however there will be human related impacts as 
there will be works on the site on a daily basis. Also of note it should be mentioned that the applicant 
should pursue any options available to prevent contamination of the Pine River as the proposed Facility 
is in very close proximity to the river itself.  
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Peace River Regional District 
 
 

 

Application # ____146/2009________ 
 

Agriculture Land Reserve (map#___93O-059/069_____) 

 
 
CLI-Soil Classification (map#____93-O- 09_____) 
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West Peace Official Community Plan By-law No. 1086, 1997 (map# 
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