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PEACE RIVER REGIONAL DISTRICT 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

 REPORT ON NON-FARM USE WITHIN THE  
AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE (ALR) 

 

FILE NO.  57/2009 
 
OWNER:  Rivers Sand & Gravel Inc. DATE: May 4, 2009
AGENT:  James Little 

AREA: Electoral Area C 
LEGAL:  NW ¼ of Section 29, Township 82, Range 17, W6M, PRD except Plan 15896 
LOT SIZE:  62 ha (153 ac) 
LOCATION:  East of Taylor 
 

PROPOSAL 
To use an 8.8 ha (21.7 ac) portion of the subject property in the ALR for an aggregate quarry operation. 

RECOMMENDATION: OPTION 1 
THAT the Regional Board support and authorize the application to proceed to the Agricultural Land Commission on 
the basis that it conforms to the Official Community Plan and Zoning. 
 

OPTIONS 
OPTION 1:  THAT the Regional Board support and authorize the application to proceed to the Agricultural Land 

Commission on the basis that it conforms to the Official Community Plan and Zoning. 

OPTION 2:  THAT the Regional Board refuse authorization for the application to proceed to the Agricultural Land 
Commission as submitted. 

 

LAND USE POLICIES AND REGULATIONS 
OFFICIAL COMMUNITY PLAN (OCP):  Rural Resource - Agricultural, Bylaw No. 820, 1993 
ZONING:  A-2 (Large Agricultural Holdings Zone), Bylaw No. 1343, 2001 
AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE (ALR): Within  
BUILDING INSPECTION AREA:  Within  
COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN:  Outside  
 

SITE CONTEXT 
The subject property is located east of the border between the District of Taylor and Electoral Area ‘C’. Except for 
areas with topographical constraints, most of the surrounding area is situated in the Agricultural Land Reserve. The 
area of proposal borders cultivated agricultural land to the north and east. Cultivated land also lies across 249 Road to 
the west. Existing quarry operations lie south of the area of proposal. 
 

SITE FEATURES 
LAND:  The subject property is cleared under cultivation. 
STRUCTURES:  According to the application the improvements on the property include a weigh scale. 
ACCESS:  The subject property is accessed from the gravelled 249 Road. 
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CLI SOIL 
RATING: 

The area of the proposal is mostly 70% Class 1 to 30% Class 2X soil. The remainder is 60% Class 6T 
to 40% Class TR soil. 

FIRE:  The subject property lies within the Taylor Rural Fire Protection Area. 
 

PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS – SUBJECT PROPERTY 
APPLICANT: Rivers Sand & Gravel Inc.,  PRRD File #196/2006 (ALC File #W-37022) 
PROPOSAL: To store 120,000 cubic metres of topsoil. 
DECISION: PRRD supported non-farm use by Resolution #RD/06/10/04, October 2006 

ALC approved non-farm use by Resolution #330/2007, July 2007. 
 

PREVIOUS APPLICATIONS – PROPERTIES WITHIN 100 M 

None on file. 
 

COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS 
APPLICANT: The applicants intend to use 8.8 ha (21.7 ac) of the subject property in conjunction with the existing 

aggregate quarry operation on Parcel A of SW1/4 of Sec 29, Twp 82, Rge 17 in order to expand the 
existing aggregate operation and to improve access to it. 

ALR: The subject property and proposed subdivision lie within the Agricultural Land Reserve.  Therefore, 
this proposal requires Agricultural Land Commission.  

Note: Pursuant to the Agricultural Land Commission Act, an application may not be considered by 
the ALC unless the Regional Board authorizes the proposal to proceed to the ALC.  This is intended 
to provide local governments with latitude to consider and weigh the local community interests of 
each application, in addition to its zoning and official community plan.  Should the Regional District 
forward the application to the ALC, the information and recommendation offered by the Regional 
District is taken into consideration by the Commission but should not be construed as being binding 
on the Commission’s opinions or decisions. 

OCP: The subject property is currently designated “Rural Resource - Agricultural” within OCP By-law No. 
820, 1993, wherein primary resource extraction industries are a permitted use. Therefore, this 
proposal is consistent with the OCP. 

ZONING: The subject property is currently zoned A-2 (Large Agricultural Holdings Zone) within Zoning By-
law No. 1343, 2001, wherein gravel extraction and processing are permitted uses. Therefore, this 
proposal is consistent with zoning. 

 

IMPACT ANALYSIS 
AGRICULTURE:  This proposal may negatively affect the agricultural potential of the subject property by reducing its 

size. It may also negatively affect existing or potential agricultural use of surrounding lands. 

CONTEXT:  This proposal is consistent with existing quarry operation.  

TRAFFIC: This proposal will likely increase heavy truck traffic in the area, much of it through the District of 
Taylor. 
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Agricultural Land Reserve (Map #94A.017)   

 
 
 CLI-Soil Classification (Map #94-A-2)  
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Air Photo No. 94A.017 
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